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CfONSIDERATlONS, 



^c. 



Had not the members of the Established ChurcK 
both Laity and Clergy^ almost to a man, evinced 
a supineness and quiescence wholly unac^ 
countable, while a formidable attempt is id 
progress to despoil her of one of the chief 
props of her authority and safety, and not only 
of her authority and safety^ but that of the 
State at large, the writer of these pages would 
not have obtruded his feeble efforts in her de^^ 
fence. But when the Church is being crucified 
between Dissenters and Papists — when like the 
Traveller in the Gospel she lies wounded in the 
high-way, ^ and the Priests pass by and the Le? 
vites pass by on the other side and stir not a 
hand to rescue her in the hour of danger : — 
when all solicitude on behalf of ancient insti** 
tutions seems nearly extinct^ when, those who 
call themselves '' lovers and friends'* of the 
Church, and civil polity, '* stand afar off** — 
when those who are deeply interested in tb« 
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welfare of both^ listlessly await the issue of the 
attack commenced against them^ — ^it behoves 
every one^ however humbler and obscure bis 
station' in the Churchy who has the cacise of ra- 
tional and apostolic religion at heart, fearlessly 
to raise his voice, however feeble, in pointing 
out the danger that eventuaBy may await both 
Church and State, and to endeavour to tear off 
the mask of sophistry with which the enemies of 
both, conceal the real objects of their machi* 
nations : not that I am eHher sanguine or vain 
(enough to expect that any thing I could offer 
would produce the desired impression on the 
public mind, but at least, fungaf vice dotis — at 
least, I may incite others to come forward who 
are qualified to become champions in the cause 
of '* the powers that be," and prompt them to 
throw . the shield of apostolic and orthodox 
Chris^anity around the Constitution, and to 
tdemonstrate the vital necessity of strenuously 
lipholding the altar of their fathers, and ever 
guarding it inviolably as the truest and safest 
irampart of the Throne. . 

The question of the Repeal of the Corpora- 
tion and Test Acts is, as was well incidentally 
observed by Lord Redesdale in the House of 
^ords, one of a political and not a religious 
nature: and, indeed. Dissenters themselves 
are conscious that their aim and object is ex- 



cliisively political aggnuidiMioent*--.tliii con- 
science is but the mask that conceals the fea^ 
tures of ambition — they neither can^ nor do 
in reality^ consider it a religious question ; 
for they know full weU that they already hay$ 
ample liberty of conscience — liberty enough 
and more than enough — ^for every good pur- 
posie : tfa0y know they are uninterrupted in 
their own modes of worship/ however fanati- 
-cal, and however unscriptural. They know-*^ 
they mt^^ know — that they raise the cry for 
" Liberty of Conscience" merely to give their 
imagifiaiy cause of grievance a popular ap- 
f^immu^ and to obtain for it commiseration 
and support, while the real grievance— the 
vulture that has^' never ceased from the firsi; 
lowering of their schism to the present hour^ to 
prey upon their vitals^ is jealousy and envy^ 
and a republican impatience of control— a 
desire to possess the revenues of the Church — 
and the power of the State — and to lord it in 
that " kingdom** which they so perpetually re- 
mmd lis '' is not of this world/ and which 
Mh Brbugham would fain make us believe 
they are too spiritualLzed to sigh after. This« 
-^this I am reluctantly constrained to thinks is 
iheprinrnm mobile of their sorrowful complaintai 
of our crtielty, our bigotry, and intolei^ance. 
Hinc illae lacrymae* 



- At the very onset of bur enquiry, we cannot 
but be forcibly struck with the inconsistency 
^hich presents itself to our view in the present 
iapplication of the- Dissenters to Parliament ; 
and this question naturally occurs — How cdodes 
it that these same Dissenters— who have dways 
been accustomed to speak of their lowly-mmd^ 
*^dnesSy and who say' theydespise all worldly 
^distinctions and carnal honours-^how coines 
it that these persons appear ds eager to secure 
their claim to civil and political power as the 
veriest wptldlings ? 

' AH applications of this netture, whether from 
Papists or Dissenters, I fear, are ^' but the be^ 
ginning of isrorrows*'— ^the prelude to the deve- 
iopement of that system which appears to be 
Wpening" in this country ^r the subversiiMi of 
4>oth the civil and rdiigious constitution^ in 
order that the system of ^va^ or other of those 
)3ttHrdy tilaimants M<iy (eventually become domi* 
hant and established* 

' Nor let it be tirged— What danger can the 
i'epeftl of these Acts produce ?-t--I answer-^ 
** Much evety way/' But still it is not only to 
the repeal of the Acts, abi^acteiSy considered, 
to which we objecifc, (though 6f tlie risk attend- 
ant on such repeal we ought never to lose 
sight — ) 8*" bttt thi$ danger, arises from the pre^ 
cedent thus afforded — from tibe encomfageoEfeeBt 



I^v0n ta ftttare desMfids and future racr0a«li- 
mfents. If Disddiitef^ ittid PkpistB^ «8 thiii 
faumdured, they Will mtnisAly ^xblf^^rtid Siy*^ 
W^ have gaitiidd^ ^nd fttdp by ««tf imfcrrtmity^ 
Let ui» petdst i& cop petitiofts^ teiKm^tniicw^ 
and demanded i^Mht otm. 

* - • • • . • tf 

.♦ . I.e. •';.* 

Jtt» ttfiet Itfitiun ^ cauitfli lBitiip0ffpf§eMU^ i 
Afilui$9 ittquhii mbtl c»ti nin Pceoct nlUite.-sortai 
:. Fr««iaHU«t media vaiUumpoaoSubur*. 

Juv. 

' It is th« iiWuayofe {/* co^egaon ta our litals 
agunslr which I ivoold Wdge wav^^^it is. the be^ 
txtay^ cf nAR^it isr tiie admisaicm of thoM 
toi^a parity trith ^ttstlves who ^ught, ibc Ibo 
oomiuoa safely, and e^en^ for thtfer- own good^ 
to be k«pt at txtHi lefngth-^k fs <3t& op^niteg eif 
the portals ^ th« Gond^utioti Wc^mprmiii^ 
--^Aofs0 poftols. whieh fi^ttld b« boated and 
barred with religloua ^are againtU; atten^Maeh*- 
menta, ho^erer i^pMegnUy innoidlouB their fint 
advancM'-H la agadaat all this ^t our ot^ee^ 
tiona aw raised $ it ia Jtet^ tliaif the de)tt^ mofO 
0speoie»y lies. . : ; 

: In the aff dour :(^M»aife m^ do8^) 'Wi 
tfa0: eaxAe of tiie '^ soffnritis^ Bteenien^' ie 
pleadedy Ace adToevfoa er^teideok ofae itnpor^ 
i«it pointy namely, that the Corporation and 
Teat Acis are not aeto ^ ^^fflMcw, but of ^dSt^ 
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fmce^ They are in truth among the foremolst 
SiEtfeguards of the State; and if these land* 
marks-^these harriers against Papal and schis- 
watical encroachmait he once removed^ no man 
pan say that the torrent may not he let loose 
upon us^ and level with iincontrolahle fury the 
edifice that now in peaceful dignity raises her 
battlements ahove the .«torm. JSut against the 
indulgence of any apprehension of this kind, 
we are told^ forsooth^ hy the advocates of the 
repeal^ that '^ the Church is secure in herself/' 

Being no. friend to experim^tal legislation 
on. vital points: and having an old-fashioned 
idea that it Is far more eaisy to disarrange than 
to recompose.a system, I conceive that to as* 
sert. that the Church 1$ secure in her own 
lelrength — secure in the superior purity of her 
doctrines, and the pre-eminent excellence of 
het discipline, and ordinances, and that there- 
fore she may risk the concession of unfettered 
Ireeddm to her rivi^, and part with the staff 
with whicli she now mildly, temperately, and 
Ibrbearingly keeps her enemies in orders — ^is to 
talk the language of insanity* Vain, visionary, 
Bnd nnsafe the experiment, to hid her rest 
Bbl6ly for support, and permanence while sur* 
irounded hy turbulent, discontented, and fac^ 
lious enemies, upon her .Gospel graces, divested 
of every fence of human authority. The expo- 



rimental l^islators who bid us thus tempt oar 
<jpd^ are no true friends to the Church or 
State^ and while they reluctantly, or with in* 
aidious design, thus pay the former so high a 
compliment, they, in e£Eect, are undermining her 
fabric. Although cut off from extrinsic aid— di- 
vested of the civil panoply with which she is now 
begirt— her ramparts prostrate— those ramparts 
that now keep her foes at bay — she might indeed 
stand : — who shall say she might not ? Although 
naked, defenceless and unarmed, she certainly 
might prove impregnable to all *' the fiery darts^ 
hurled at her — she might put to flight the col- 
lected hosts of the aliens — she might success^ 
fully repel the attacks qf the God-denying he- 
retics — she might counteract the attacks of the 
Independent, the Baptist, and the Papist, in- 
sidious then no longer, having obtained the 
first great step of their ambition— the obli- 
teration of those lines of demarcation, and the 
repeal of those wholesome tests that now 
exist. I trust that through that Almighty power 
who first founded her on the rock of ages, 
that she would *' come off from her spirit 
tual warfare more than a conqueror :" — I trust 
she fvauld do all this, and '' having done all that 
die would standi or that if she again fell 
through ^' the crafty wiliness of those who lie 
jn„ wait to deceive,-' she would again rise, as be*- 



fore, resplendent from faer ruins I But now she 
DOBS stand. Let her stand ! Boundless must 
he his infatuatioil who would endanger what 
is now safe, and who possessing a certain^ 
would risk it for a problematical good ! 

4 

Ex ea re quid fiat vide. 

Before we can submit to yield assent to such 
a proposal,^ we must remould the human mind 
and passions, and banish from the tablet of our 
memories every trace of historical truth— >every 
vestige of the enormities conmiitted by Dissen- 
ters when they before involved the altar and 
the throne in one promiscuous ruin* Conces*- 
sion but inflaines cupidity^ and it is of the es*- 
^enee of ambition to know no bounds. Wiser 
far to nip encroachment in the bud-^to stop 
concession in limine. Experimental legisla-<- 
tion pn si}ch vital points doubtless poss^ses 
.charms for those who have so brilliant a guer* 
don sparkling before their eyes as the revenues 
of the Churchy but the principle itself is dau: 
gerous and delusive — it shakes, or what is sufr 
ficient for my purpose, it. mayi shake '* the 
powers that be/' and is pregpantwitb eventual 
mischief. 

Hekodoqei. 

» 

The overweening efforts and intrignea^ flow 
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being made in every corner of this deluded 
country for the repeal of the Corporation and 
Test Acts <^ught to be met by every son of the 
Church — every friend of the established autho- 
rities^ civil and ecclesiastic^ with an energy 
commensurate with the eventual danger. The 
abettors of this measure have used, and alas 
but too successfully, their utmost diligence to 
place their cause in the most plausible and 
imposing point of view, but when the cause is 
stripped of tbe poptilat phrases with which it 
comes recommended to our notice, and di* 
Vorced from the sickening jargon of libera* 
lity, it will be fouhd utterly unworthy of the 
advocacy it has obt^ed. Freedom from pe* 
nalty on account of religious pirinciple— un^ 
restricted liberty of conscience> and the right 
to worship God after the dictates of one's 
own heart, are certainly most desirable points 
f—the words aife fine words — the sounds are 
sweet, but, be it retoembered, as comiected 
with. the repeal of the . Corporation and Test 
Acta tlwy 9xejmf word^—voo! et ,pr€eterea nihil 
-^mren sounds,, designed only to ingulph the 
weak and unwary, dnd bearing with not thQ 
slightest degree of motnentum on the real 
question; for the advocates of the repeal are 
isufficiaitly good sophists to know that with a 
tod cause samething gopd. should eyer M ii^* 
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gehiotialy interwoven which may be mistaken 
for the cause itself. Pacem orare mmu-^they 
best know the conclusion of the line. 

The public has of late heard much of the 
obnoxious and revolting character of the 
Acts under consideration — we are told on all 
aides that they are cruel, bigoted, and into- 
lerant — a disgrace to the age in which we live, 
&c. Now every one knows that in this boasted 
age of reason and liberality, every thing bigoted 
and intolerant, except indeed it be found 
among the Liberals themselves, the Evangelical 
Churchmen or the Dissenters must be put down 
at once with a high hand. The consequence is, 
that a general cry against those Acts is raised 
by persons who either have never seen the Acts, 
or who have not examined attentively their 
spirit and bearing. Now, however great the 
candour — however conscientious the motives 
—however lively the zeal of those who would 
annihilate every safeguard of Church and State, 
it is inipossible they can arrive at any thing 
like a right conclusion on this or any otheir 
subject till the subject itself be properly un- 
derstood and clearly defined. Without such 
preliminary step, their discussions must be re- 
gulated somewhat after the fashion of the 
rabble at Ephesus, *' the greater part of whom,** 
"we are told, though vehement in their vocifer- 
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atioiis, ^' knew not wherefore they were come 
together/' 

To shew the ignorance that exists as to the 
real nature and ohjects of these Acts^ it will 
be only necessary to observe the extraordinary 
fact of their being so usually spoken of together, 
and as if the repeal of the one necessarily in- 
volved the repeal of the other, whereas in 
truth they are in their nature and operation 
diametrically opposite. The Corporation Act, 
as will be seen by a perusal of it in a subse- 
quent page, is directed against the Dissenters 
only, and the Test Act, as exclusively against 
Papists. They have not the least approxima* 
tion to each other. They are two parallel lines 
that can never meet. Yet by the adoption 
of popular phrases, by taking assertions for 
granted, without duly examining and sifting 
into the subject, and by the artful union in 
nmne of Acts which are in nature distinct, has 
the Hpuse of Commons been cajoled, and 
entrapped into conceding to Papists, that which 
was ostensibly claimed solely iox. Dissenters ! ! 
For I would ask, who, in this case is the party 
petitioning ? Who is the party claiming immu- 
nity ? The Dissenter or the Papist ? Not the 
Papist surely but the Dissenter. With the 
Papist the present appeal has no connection* 
His demands are not now before the Legisla- 
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ture. But it is the Corporation Act that affe^t^ 
Dissenters and not the Test Act. Why then, 
unless pourjiure d*une pierre deux coups ^ are 
these two Bills thus indisMlubly wedded to- 
gether 7 Why is the abrogation of both required, 
when only one forms the alleged — the ostenr 
siUe basis of complaint 7 This is jesuitically to 
smuggle in Papists under the wing of Dissenter^ 
~this is to legislate indirectly and by a side 
wind— this is to make an Act of Parliament a 
stalking^horse—rthis is in truth masquerading, 
not legislation— this is to adopt a species of 
juggle, and to make us swallow a Papist and 
Dissenter at once, when we expected to gorge 
only the Dissenter. Is it, or is it not the Dis- 
senter that the Legislature is called on to re« 
lieve 7 If it be the Dissenter^ let his grievT 
ance, if any exist, be examined : but whether 
real or imaginary, is tliis any reason why we 
should suffer Roman Catholic immunity to be 
surreptitiomly introduced 7 Why abrogate an 
Act under pretence of relieving Dissenters, 
(which is certainly the declared object,) and at 
the same time suffer ourselves to be baffled in 
our opposition to the claims of the Roman 
Catholic, by thus suffering him to creep into 
power under the skirts of the Dissenters, and 
to obtain a similar immunity with him ; and 
what is yet more, an immunity no^ even asked 
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fori To repeal the Test Act~ao act ^xclu? 
sively aJS^etii]^ Papists, in order ta relieve 
Di88mteri--h. a singular species of legislation j 
a singxilar species of logic, and worthy the ra- 
pidly-improving age in which it is our glory 
to live. But not only does this afford an in? 
stance of pre-ratiinrat skill in legislation>^*--an 
nnrivaUed tact m parliamentary )ogic> — ^but it 
also places the genermty of the Dissenting 
party in the House of Common^ in tile most 
pleasing and amiahle point of view. . Not con- 
tent with being liberal, the friends of civil 
and religious liberty*' even run into the ex- 
treme. They are profuse, they are lavish of 
abrogation. They improve upon bis dat qui 
cito dai, for they not only, give what is asked^ 
and that instantly, but they give dofuMe what is 
asked ! They in effect say, you ask an inch^ 
pray take an ell ; you ask a part — you are too 
modest ; take all ! You ask only in behalf of 
yourselves ; but we will bestow our gifts also 
upon any friends you will honour us by nam-" 
mg! Matchless generosity! Amiable libe- 
rality! But exalted as these virtues are, are 
they not accompanied by another— a noble dis- 
dain of danger ! for they not only unslip againsj; 
themselves ime enemy^ but two, and that at 
once ! These are acts of legislative generosity } 
this is a profusion of legislative bounty, and a 
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display of legisiatire magnaiiimfty unprece- 
dented in the annals of tlie worlds and reserved 
estblusively for the present sera to achieve. 

In order that the jQlm which popular phrases^ 
and false liberality havB caiiMd to grow over 
the eyes of the public, and to shew the real 
state of the great question at issue, and how 
imaginary are the grievances of those who 
'' strain out a gnat> while they can swallow ^ 
camel/' let us^ 

L Examine the Corpc^mtionand Test Acts ; 
andy 

IL What was the object of their enactment? 

The CoRPoi^ATioN Act was pq.ssed 13. Car^ 
II- ft3* This Act, let it be.especiidly noticed^ 
affects DissENTEBtS ; it run»in these words : 

• ■ . ■ ■ 

An Act far the weU-govermng and regtdating 

of Carparations. 

^' I. WHEREAt QvestioiMi are likdy to turise concerning [the 
Vididi^y of Election! pf Magiiitxtte^i aftd otfaevOfiSctifriVwi 
members in Corporationsi as well in respect of remoyiog 
some^ as plac^ others^ during the late Troublesy contrary 
to the true intent and ikieaning of their Charters and Libera 
ties : (2) And to the end that the Succession in such Cor- 
porations may be most probably perpetuated in the hands of 
persons well aSected to his Ma^ty and the established Co- 
yernmenty it being too well known^ that notwithstanding all 
his Majesty's endeavours> and unparalleled jndulgenoe in 
pardoning all that is past, nevertheless many evil spii^ts are 
still working : 
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" II. Wherefore, for prevmiiim of die Vke mbehief^bf die. 
ttme to come, and for preservation of the public peace both 
in Church and State, Be it enacted by the King's ComnM- 
Most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice ^^ ^^ 
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tempord, wJ^^^JLa 
and Commons, assembled in^ParltaiBent, and by Berwkiu 
the authority of the same, That Comraiasions shall before 
the twentieth day of February next» be issued forth under 
the Great Seal of England, unto such persons as his Majesty, 
shall appoint for the executing of the powers and authorities 
hereinafter expressed : And that all and every the persons to 
be named Commissioners in the said Commissions respec^^ 
tivdy, shaU by virtue of this Aet be Gommisaioners respec- 
tively, for and within the several Cities, Corporations ai|d 
Boroughs, and Cinque Ports, and their Members, and other 
Port-towns within the kingdom of England, dominion of 
Wales, and' town of Berwick-upon-Tweed, for which they 
shall be respectively nominated and appointed. 

. ** Itl. And be it fovthex enacted by the audiority afore* 
said. That no Charter of any Corj^ration, Cities, 
Towns, Borougbsi CinquerPorts, and their Mem- tion Chw« 
berp, and other Port-towns in England or Wales, ^* *'^*^' 
or towp of Berwick-upon-Tweed, shall at any time hereafter 
be avoids, €afr or by reason Of any Act or thing done, or 
omitted ;to be dobe, before the first day of this present Par- 
liament. 

"IV. And be it further enacted by the authority afore* 
said, That all persons who upon the four-and<- Mairfstrates 
twentieth day of December, one thousand six to take and 

sabscribeto 

hundred sixty and one, shall be Mayors, Alder- certain 
men. Recorders, Bailiffs, Town-clerks, Common- 
Council-men, and other persons then bearing any office or 
c^ces of Magistracy, or places, or trusts, or other employ- 
ment relating to or concemiBg Che Qo^enimflnt of die said 

B 
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xeq^QCtlve CitieSi Corporfttioiui sod Borougbs, and Cinque- 
Ports and Uieir MemberS) and other Port^towns, shall at any 
time before the five and twentieth day of March one thousand 
six hundred sixty, and three, when diey shall be thereunto 
required by the said respective Conimi89ioners 
Oj^tbf of or any three or more of theniy take the Oaths of 

Allegiuee ^ 

andSvpn- Allegiance and Supremacy, and this Oath fi>I- 

-. '^ lowing : 

. '' V. I| //. B. do declare and believe. That it 
Th^Otthto - ,1 ^, , 

ketakM. 13 not law^il, upon any pretence whatsoever, to 

take arms against the King ; and that I do abhor 

that traitorous position of taking arms by his authority 

against his. person, or against those dutt are commissioned 

by him : So help me God. 



Ra ^ « '' ^^* ^^ ^o at the same time shall pub- 

by 6.Geo»l. lidy subscribe, before- the said Commissioners or 
^* ' any thsee.of them, this following declaration : 

^ ^ V << \A. B* do declare^ That I hold that there 

Mtion to 1m lies no obligaluiB upon me or any other person, 
from the Oath eonpmonly caUed, The Solemn 
League and Covenant f and that -the. same was in it^lf an 
unlawful Oath, and imposed upon the subjects of this realm 
against the known Laws and liberties of the kingdom. 

*' VIL And that all such of the said Mayors 
retS!ethB ^^ Other the persons aforesaid, by whom the 
moTod!^' said Oaths are to be taken, and Declaration snb- 
. . scribed as aforesaid, who shall refuse to take and 
subscribe the same within the time and in manner aforesaid, 
shall, from and immediately after such refusal, be by autho- 
rity of this Act-Cipso fofito) removed and displaced of and 
from the said offices and places respectively; (^) and the 
said offices apd places, from and immediately after such re- 
fusal, riiall be and are hereby declared and adjudged to be 
void to all intents ai^ purposes, as if the said respective 
persons so refusing were naturally dead. 
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<* VIIL And nevertheleBS) Be it further enftcti^ Commli- 

ed by the Authority aforesaidi That the taid J^wS'to*^* 

Coimnifisioiiers, or any five or more of thenii U^^^J *"^ 

shall have full Power by Virtue of this. Act, by ^^' , 

, ^ though they 

Order and Warrant nnd^ their Hands and Sealsi offer to take 

to displace or remove any of the Persons aibre** 

aaid from the said respective Oilees and Places or Trusta 

aforesaid, if the said Commissioners, or the major Part of 

them then present, shall deem it expedient for the puUie 

8afety, although such Persons shall have taken and sub* 

scribed, or be willing to take^ and snbscribei the said Oaths 

and Declaration^ 

^ ** IX. And be it ahoenaeted. That the said re* Their 

spective Commissioners, or any five? or more of JSjOTe^ny 

them as^ aforesaid, shall have power to restore • Mteistrat* 

nnduW re- 

eueb peMon or persons as hav6 been ill^Ily or moved, 
unduly removed, into the places out of which be or they 
were removed ; and* also to ptft and plaee into the Offices 
imd Places whidi by any '^f the ways aforesaid shall be void 
fespectiveiy, some othef "peffnon at peiteons then being or 
whieh liave heetk tfiembere'or inlnibitants of thesaid respec« 
live Cities^ Corporations and Boroughs, and-Ginqne Portg 
and their Members) and other Port-tewns; (9) who 'shall 
before the said respecttre Cotnmissioners or any three or 
More of them, talee the said Oaths of Obedience and Supre- 
macy, and the said other Oath, and subscribe Ae declairation 
herein before particularly mentioned, and that the said per- 
sons from tod aAer the tiding of the said Oaths, and sub- 
eeribing- the said Declaration, shiall hoM and enjoy, and be 
vested in, the said Places and Offices, as if they had been 
duly elected and chosen aceordtng to the Charters and former 
Usages of the said respective Cities, Corporations and Bo- 
rotfglis, Cinque Ports and their Members,- and other Port* 

tOWhStf 

" X.. And be it further enacted by the Authotyty afore- 

B 2 
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saidi That the said respective Cotamissioners 
or any three or more of them respeetiTeiy, shall 
have Power, daring the Continuance of tlieir 
respective Commissions, to administer the Oaths 
aforesaid, and tender the said Declaration, to 
the said Persons hereky ^required to take and sub- 
scribe the same ; (i) and from and after the Ex* 
piration of the said respective Comrnissiohs, the 
said three Oaths and Declaration shall be from Time to Time 
administred and tendred to such Person and Persons, who 
by the true Meaning of this Act or any Clause therein con^ 
tained ne to take the same, by such Person or Persons re- 
spectively, who by tbe Charters or Usages of the said reaped 
tive Cities, Corporations and Boroughs, and Cinque Ports 
and their Members, and other Port-Towns, ought toadminis^ 
tex the Oath for the due executing the said Places or Offices 
respectively ; (S) and in Defatik of such, by two Justices of 
the Peace of the said Cities, Corporation!^ and Boroughs, and 
Cinque Ports and their Members, and o^^ Port-Towns, for 
the time being, if any such there be; or otherwise by two 
Justices of the Peace for the dme Iteing, of the respective 
Counties where the said Cities, 'Corporations or Borouglisi or 
Cinque Porto or their Members, or other Port-Towos are; 
<* XL And be it lilcewise enacted by the Authority afere- 

The Com- *^^' *^** *^ ®®^^ Commissioners,iJu8tice8 of the 
Peace, and other Persons hereby attthorissed to 
itdnofnister l!ie said Oathsand tender the said 
Declaration respectively, shall cause Menoran* 
dums or Entries to be made of all Oaths taken 
before them, and Subscriptions made as sfdresaid, 
and deliver the same once in' a Year to the re*- 
spective Town-Clerks or other Register orClerk 
of the Said rtope^ive Cities, Corporalions and 
Boroughs, and Cin^e Pbtts and tiheif Members, and other 
Port-Towns, who s|iall cause the same to be fairly entred 
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into the Books or Registers belonging to Che said respective 
Cities^ Corporations or Boroughs, pr Cinqu^ Ports and their 
Memb^s, or other Port-Towns* 

; '.' XII. Provided also, and be it eoacted by the Authority 
aforesaid. That from and after the Expiration 
Qii the said Conmussionsi no Person or Persons 
shall £pr ever hereafUr be placed, elected or cho- 
sen^ in or to any the Offices or Places afore- 
i»aid, that shall not have within one Year neiU 
liefive such Election or Choice*, taken the Sacra- 
pufiXiX. of the Lord's Supperi according \% the 
Rites,. of the Churcl^ of England ; (9) and that 
every such Person and Personst so placedi elected 
0^ chosen, .shall lib&wise take the aforesaid three 
Oathsy and subscribe the said Declaration at the 
same Time when the Oath for the4ue Execution of the 
Places and Offices respectively shall be administred ; (3) 
and in. Default, hereof every, sufb Placing, Election and 
Choice is hereby eqaptfeid apd declared to be void. 
. XIII. Provided alwiiys, aqd. bf -it enacted, 
That.every Perspnwhp,, shall be placed i^ any SSi!"** 
Corporation by. virj^ qf (bist Ac^ shall upon his 
Admission take the O^ or Oath»iipuaUy taken bjihe Mem-^ 
bers of such Corporation. 

XLV. Provided alsc^ and be it hereby exacted,. 
That the Powers granted to the Commission's 
l>y Virtue of this Act, shall continue and b^^if 
Force until the five and twentieth of Mi^rchs 0^ 
thousand six hundred sixty-three, and no longer. 

;i;V. Provrided, That if any Action, BiU, Plaint 
oirSuit shall at apy Tune hereafter happen \q be 
brought or commenced agaixist any Perspn or 
Persons nominatcfd a Commissioner aforesaidi for 
ajdy Malter or Thing by them or.a^y of them 
done by Virtue or in Pursi»nce of this Acti That 
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thai il shall be lawfiil to and for erery such Person and Per- 
mm$ Jigiunat whoavauch Action, Bill, Plaint or Suit shall be 
brought or commenced, to plead the General Issue, and to 
give this Act, or any other special Matter in Evidence; 
(2) and if 4ie Verdict shall pass with the Defendant or De- 
fendants in liny such Action, or the PlaintiiFor Plaintifft be- 
come Nonsuitf or suffer ai^y DisconlinuaDce thereof, that in 
every auch Case the Judge or Judges before whom the said 
Matter shall be tried, or be depending, shall by Force and 
Virtue of this Act allow unto the Defendant or Defendants 
his or their trebl^Costs, which he or they shall have sustained ^ 
by reason of their wrongful Vexation in Defence of the said 
Action or Suit, for which the said Defeadamt or Defendants 
shall have like Remedy aa* m other Oases^ where Govts by the 
Laws of this Realm are given to the Defendants. • 

XVI. Provided always, and it is hereby de-* 
of Offices " clared, That this Act, or any Thing therein con- 
MfeSu*^ tained, shall not extend or be to the Prejudice of 
any Person or Persons whatsoever, tliat hath any 
Reversion or Reveisiom pf any^ of the Offieea or Places be- 
longing tp the City of London,, by For^e. or Virtue of any 
Order, Grant, Dei^gnation or Nomination of tlie Lord Mayor 
and Court of Aldermen of the said City heretofore respec- 
tively made or granted to him or them before the Times of 
the late WarsV^or in respect of such Grant, Designation or 
NoBHOation only ; any Thing in this Act to tlie contrary not^ 
withstanding. 



This — this is " the galling yoke we Jay 
upon the consciences of Dissenters !' — an en- 
actment positively umncumbered with any pe- 
Tudty whatever, much as we daily hear from 
Dissenters of ^^ pains and penalties !" The 
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Act merely says^ that in the event of nosK* 
compliance the election to office shall be Toid.- 
Who now will say that thfe grievance com- 
plained of is practical ? Who will not per- 
ceive that it is purely theoretical and imagi-" 
nary} The Act embraces two points — and* 
two points only — ^the Sacrament aind the Oath' 
of Allegiance. Lord J. Russel^ the noble agi- 
tator of the question of repeal^ admits^ incau- 
tiously indeed, but such admission is better- 
than a volume of abstract reasoning, thai 
'^ Hume'' (to whom of course with Bishops 
Hoadly and Bi&h(^ Baxter, as Mr. Brougham^ 
facetiously terms him, all the partizans of this 
cause look up with th^ profoundest veneration^ 
as a '^pillar" of the school of latitudinarianism) 
'' thought the dause respetstfaig ^he Sacrament 
of so little consequemce, that he omitted it from' 
his abstract of the Act, and as for the oath of 
allegiance, that his Lordship still wishes to be re- 
tained/' It would be important, therefore^ that 
we should h6 informed, if it be not too great a 
secret, wliat it is that is contendjed feir. His 
Lordship strongly reminds us of the man in 
Horace, 



Rixatur de lana caprinS., et 
Pvopugnat nugU arinatua. 



We are told that an Act is oppressive, tyranni- 




./ 
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cA, k€., and a disgrace to the Statute-book ^ 
and we have seen that tJmt A^t-eontains but 
two points— the one admitted to be nugatory^ 
and the other it is designed still to keep in 
£6ree ! To contend, . therefore^ that sach Act 
ought to be abrogated, appears to my limited 
comprehension the very apex of absurdity, 

As for the " Declakai ion" now proposed in 
lieu of this Aet, and which Lord John Rassel 
and the Dissenting party so kindly ^ consented 
to receive^ it requires no great penetration to 
discover that t^ it is a total abamddnment qf 
0e question, while , it offers a Mud of sugur- 
plwn to the chUibren qf the Church to keep them 
ffim crying t The very proposid of the " De- 
claration" argues PEAR — " the worst mbtite in 
politics,'' as every one who has studied the 
Greek and Roman classies will readily call to 
ipind ; and it, is also the most vfmqfe to disclose^ 
The '' Declaration'' itself, and the singular and 
hasty manner in which it was propounded and 
Seized at, can leave no doubt as to the political 
motive th,at dif^tated it. It is, per se, the most 
peri^et nirflj^ty thajt ever was invented } nor caa 
the. theologian help smiling at the nusiuuner of 
calling the Presbyterians a'^ Church I" 

Proceed we now to the Test Act. This 
Act was pai^sed the 25th of Charles II., twelve 
y^ars subsequpnt^ly to the passip^ pf the Cor- 
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pontion Aot, to wbiiqh it ig ai^fidi]!^ made ia 
appear an ii^epArabte adjunct* The fbHomng 

is a i7ar&r/mi repfiat : . 

< * • 

^* An^ Aei Jar preventiag Daaigers which may 
h&pptn from Popish Recusants. 

*' For preventing Dangers wliich may happen p-^,-,ij 
from Popish Rectsakts, anil quieting the Minds 
of' His Majesty's good Subjects, be k enacted by the King's 
noofi JSxo^U^iit Vifi^%\jy by im^ with the Advice and Ccoai- 
peotof the Lords SpirifpJi and TeinporaUand the Con^inoost 
in this present Parliament assembled^ and by the Authority 
of the same, Tljat all and every Person or Per- 
sons, as well Peers, asOommoners, that shall uJash^i** 
bear any Office or Ofaeei, Civil or Military, or ^ nj 
shall receive tt)y l^ajTf Sidaiy, J^c^ or Wages, by Places of 
reason of any Fjit^t.^Qr Gran^. froip His Me- HisM^er 
jejity, or shall have Qoramand or Plwe of Trust {Jit a,""** 
from or under His Majesty, or from any of His 9,V*** °^ 
Majesty's Predecessors, or by his or their Au- and Sopre- 
thority, or by Authority derived from him or tiiefohow 
tlm, iiiihin the Aeafan: of .Eo^litfid, Dotoiibod '^. ^^^^ 
of Wales, or Towa of. Berw^k, ;up9njrwf edf. or. 
in Hi^ Majesty's Navy, or in the several >|s)a|ids of Jersey 
and Guernsey, or shall be of the Houshold,^ or in the l^crviee 
or Imployment of His Majesty, or of His Royal Highness the 
Duke of' York, who shall inhabit; reside/, or be veithfn the 
City of Lendoti, or Westminster, or within Tkitty Miles distant 
from the same*, on the First Day of Easter TeA% 
aivl that shall be in the Year of our Lg»Td 1 ^1^ (xr y^^^ to 
at any Time duripg the said Ten(i> ; aUl^n^ evej-y, 22^^*)^ 
the said Person and Persons shall personally ap- 
piaftr 'l)efore the End of the said Term, w of Trinity Term 
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neftfoliammgf in His Majesty's High Court of Chaneery, or 

ia His Majesty's Court of King's Bench, and there in public 

and open Court, between the Hours of Nine of the Clock and 

Twelve in the Forenoon, take the several Oaths of Supremacy 

and Allegiance ; which Oath of Allegiance is contained in the 

Statnte made in the Third Year of King /onie^, by Law estii-^ 

blished ; and during the Time of the taking thereof by the 

said Person and Persons, all Pleas and Proceedings in the 

said respective Courts shall cease : And that all and every of 

the said respective Persons and Officers, not having taken thef 

said Oaths in the said respective Courts aforesaid, shall, on or 

before the First Day of August 167d, at the Quarter Sessions 

for that County or P&ce where he or they shall be, inhabit, , 

or reside, on the Twentieth Day of May, take the said Oaths 

„, in open Court, between the said Hours of Nine 

To reoeiTe * ^ 

the Sacra- and Twdve of the Cloek in the Forenoon ; and 

iDcnt ac- » ^^ 

cording to the said respective Officers aforesaid shall also 
of^tbe '^^^ receive the Sacrament of the Lord*s Supper, ae- 
BnSi^?^ cording to the Usi^ d£ the C&urch of England, 
at or belbre the First Day^ of August in the Year, 
of our Lord 1673, in soirie Pacisb Church, upon some Lord's 
Day, commonly called Sunday, imm<^diately after Divme Ser- 
vice and Sermbn. 

And be it fUsther enacted by the Authority 
to be Id-*'"' afi»waidi l%at all and eVery Person or Persona 
M j^M? ' **"** •^^^ ^® admitted, entred, placed, or taken 
|r. after U)o into • any Office or Offices, Civil or Military, or 
of Easter .^baH^eoeive any Pay, Salary, Fee, or Wages, by 
take the reasoDof any Patent or Grant of his Majesty, or 

ludd Oath., gi^i ^^^ Command or Place of Trust from or 

CfV» 

under his Majesty, his Heirs or Snccessorsi or by 
his or their Aiktbority, or by Authority derived from him or 
them, within this! Reidm of England, Dominion of Wales, or 
Town of Berwick upon Tweed, or Inbis Majesty's Navy, or 
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in the several lalands of Jersey and Guernsey, or that shall 
be admitted into any Service or Imployment in his Migesty's 
or Royal Highness's Hflushold or Fatnily, after the First 
Day of EastEpr Term aforesaid, and sfadl inhabit, be or re- 
side, vrheat he or they is. or are so admitted or • ^. ^' 
plaeed, within the Cities of London or Westmin- where to be 

taken. 

.ster, ot within Thirty Miles of the same, shall 
take die said Oaths aforesaid, in the said respective Court or 
Courts aforesaid, in the -next Tenh ailer such. his or their 
Admittance or Admittances into th««OiBce or Offieea, Im» 
ployment or Imployments.aibresatdf between the lioiira aforer 
said, and no other $ and the Proceedings to cease, as a£Nr»« 
said ; and that all and every stsch Person or Persons to he 
adnitted after the said First Day of -Baater Term, aa afore^ 
said, not having taken the said Outbs in the said 
Courts aforesaid, ttsii at the Quarter Sessions ^^^^ 
for that County or Place wfa^e ke or they riiall 
reside, next after sucih kis Admittance or Admittances into 
any of the said respeedve Offices or Imployments aforesaid^ 
take the said several and^ respective Oaths, as aforesaid: 
And all and every iush Person and Persons so to be ad^ 
mitted as aforesaid, shall also receive the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, according to the Usage of the Churck of 
England, within Three Months after his or their Admittance 
in, or receivii^ their said Authority and Imf^bjrment, in some 
public Church, upon some Lord's Day eotmnonly called 
Sunday, immediately after Divine Servieeand Sermon. 

*' And every of the said Persons in tke rcfaqpfactive Court 
where he takes the said Oaths, shall first detiver . „ ... 

^ ACertifi- 

a Certificate of sueh his receiving the said Sacra^ ^ate to be 

delivered 

ment, as a£>resMd, under the Hands of the re^ intoCoart, 
spective Minister and Churchwarden, and shall ceWingtiie 
then make Proof of the Truth thereof, by Two S««^*n»«n*- 
credible Witnesses at the least upon Oath; alt which shall 
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be enquired of, and put upon Record in tbe recpective 
Courts. 

" And be it further enacted by the Authority ftforesaid, 
WboMsTsr '^'" "'^ ""^ every the Perion or Persons afpre- 
Otantait said, that do or shall neglect -or refuse to iake 
Oatfai, ahiU the said Oaths and Sacrament in^e said Court* 
•diwM^i^le ■"^ Places, and at the refpectiye Times afore- 
Sffiu "'''^' "^^ ^^ ^lofaclo adjudged uncapable and 

disabled in I^aw, to all l^teiua and Purposes 
ivhataoever, to have, occupy, or ei^oy tbe said Office or 
Offiees, Imploymsnt or Imptoytnents, oc .any Part of th^iDi 
orsny.Matter or Thing aforesaid, or any Profit or Ad.van- 
toge appertaining to them, or any of them ; and every such 
Office and Place, Imployment and Iroployments shall be void, 
and IB hereby judged void. 

ir»P«na« " ^""^ ^ '»■ further enacted. That all nod, 

•ball Bx»- every such Person or Persons that shall ne- 
OffiM, (ner gleet or refuse to tal(;e tlie stud Oaths, or tbe 
Un un SacramcDt, as aforesaid* within the Times, and 

Ouhi. JQ ij^ Haces aforesaid, and in the Manner aforer 

said; and yet after such Neglect or Refusal shall execute any 
of the said Offices or Imploymenis; alW the said Times ex- 
pired, wherein he or diey ought to haye taken the same, and 
being tbareupon lawfully coavicted, in or upon any Informa* 
tion, PresmtmenI;, or Indictment, in any of the King's 
J^^ p Courts at Westminster, or at the Assizes, every 

■oltj. such Po^on and Persons shall be disabled frpm 

Sbdl bot ' ' thenceforth to sue or use any Action, Bill, Plaint,, 
uj Suit in ' or Information in Course of Law, or to prose- 
Eqoiir or '^"'^ ""y ^"'' '"* ^''y Court of Equity, or to be 
htSui^dfui Guardian of any Child, or Execulor or Adminis- 
Cfaild, Exe- trator of any Person, or capable of any Legacy, 
"*'^'**' or Deed of Gift, or to bear any Office within this 
TnbeForfei. Realm of England, Dominion of Wales, or Town . 
" of Berwick up'»n Tweed ; and shall forfeit the Sum 
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6f Five hundred Pounds, to be recovered by liim or tliem 
that shall sue for the same, to be prosecuted by any 
Action of Debt, Suit, Bill, Plaint, or Information,- in any 
of His Majesty's Courts at Westminster, wherein no Essoin^ 
Protection, or Wager of Law, shall lie. 

" And be it further enacted by the Authority 
aforesaid, That the Karnes of all and singular ofPersooi 
such Persons and Officers aforesaid, that do or oj^off^^* 
Aa\l take the Oaths aforesaid, shall be, in the ^^•'! *^ 
respective Courts of Chancery, and. King's Bench, 
and the Quarter Sessions iiiirolled, with the Day and Time o^ 
their taking the same, in Rolls made and kept only for that 
Intent and Purpose, anfd for no other; the which Rolls, as 
for the Court of Chancery, sh^ll be publicly hung up in the 
Office of the Petty Bag, and the Roll for the King'« Bek^ 
in .tl\e Crowa Office of the said Court, and in some publio 
Place in ^very Quarter Sessions, and there remain during 
the whole Term, every Term, and during^ the whole Time Cf 
the said Session^) in ev^y Quarter, Session's, for evei^ <m6 
to resort to, and look upon, without Fee or Reward; and 
likewise honie of the Person or Person^ aforesaid shall give 
Of pay» as any Fee or Reward f o any Officer or 
Officers bdonging to any of the Courts, as afore- allowed, 
said, above the Sum of Twelve-pence for bis or, 
their Entry of his or their taking of the said Oaths aforeftiid. 

" And further,'That it shall and may be law- upo- j.^. 
fill to aiid for the respective Courts aforesaid,* ^^'^^^ 
to give and administer the said Oaths aforesaid, the^ are 
to the Person or Persons aforesaid, in Manner admuiUter ' 
as aforesaid ; and upon the due Tender of any .** 

such Person or Persons to take the said O^ths, the said .Courts 
are hereby required and enjoined to adnciinister the same. 

" ' And be it fvirther enacted, ^hat if any Per- jj^ p^,^^ 
son or Persons, not bred up by liis or their «»t bred op 
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pish Reli' 



Parents 
shall breed 
ap or suffer 
bis Cfafldren 
to be bred 
vp in the 
Popish Be* 
ligioo* 



ThePe 

naltj. 



Parent or ParenU fiMm dseir Infahey in the Pd* 
jdsk Religicnj and proft«ing^ themselvM to be 
Popish Recusants, fthalt* breed upi inatrvct, or 
educate his or dieir CUM or Chfldren, or si^br 
them to be inslnicted or educated m the Popish 
ReUgUm; every suqh Person, being iheveof con- 
victed, shall be from theneeforth dinabled <>f 
bearbg any Office or Piaoe of Trust or Profit in 
Church or State i uid all such Children as shall 
be so brought up, instructed or educated, wte 
and shall be hereby disabled of bearing any suoh Office or 
Place of Trust or Profit *, untrl he and tbey be perfe^^ly 
reconciled and converted to the Gborch of England, and 
aludl take the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance aforesaidt 
before the Jiisticea of the Peace, in the Open Quarter Ses* 
eioas .of the County or Place where they shall inhabit, and 
Aei^eupon reoeit« the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, after 
the Usage of the Church of England, and obtain a Certtft- 
eate diereof under the Hands 6f Two xjir more of the said 
Juaticeff of the Peace. 
At tl^ tek- a And be it further enacted by the Authority 

iag of the ^ ^ 

Oaihi io aforesaid,' That at the same- Time, when the Per* 
the.Deoli- S^9 coAcemed in this Act shall take the aforesaid 
lowing!!^^* Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, they sMl 



* This cla^a ftfij^esirs to have been overlooked. Whai gutaraiiUif 
has. the ComtUution in lieu of UF Here we have another reason 
against the r^peal^ at all events, of this Act. In truth it is 
entirely Anti-papistical. See the Preamble. Let it not be agreed, 
that because the Act says ** all and every person," therefore 
It is of universal operation, and consequently operates as a disabi- 
lity to Dissenters, for the Preamble teaches us how to modify the 
Act, and is in' fact ar every one knows, a key to the intent of the 
framers of the AH, and the misdnefs they woidd remedy by^tiie 
same. 
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Itkewise imdseuid tttbecribetlus DeclaMitMsii foDowing, uiidnr 

the sanift Pcnalliesand Fosfeitures as hy this Act is appointed : 

• *< I, A* B. do dedarei that I do believe that 

there is not my TraniubBtaniiaiion in the Sacra- ni^^^' 

ment of the Lord's Supper» or in the Elements 

of Bread and Wine, at or after the Consecration thereof by 

anj Person whatsoeven 

\ ^ Of which Stibseription there shall be die like ARcsister 

. to bd'kept 

Register keptf as of the taking the Oaths afove» oTUm Sab- 

•j soriptioii* 

. " Provided alvrays,. That neither this Act, nor ^ 

1 . ■ . . 1 1 «i •■ • ThiaActnot 

any thing, therein contained, shall extend, be tmwUnAio 
judged* or interpreted any ways to hurt or paot ^«»S^' 
jodice the. Peerage of any Peer of this Sealm, or to take 
aW^y any Sight, Power, Privilege, or Profit, which any Per- 
son (being a Peer ;of this Realm) hath or oug^ to enjqy by 
reason of hia Peer8ge> either in time of Parliament, or other- 
wise; or to take. «|way(CreattoB^nioney* or Bills. 

^x , \ '^ orCremUon- 

of Impost ; nor to takefivvay (xr mfJ^ void any nooej^ 
Pension or Salary granted by his Majesty to any VmaZm^ 
Person iot valuable- and aufficient consideration ^ ^ 
&r.I4&» lives, or Yearsi other tban such .aa.;Telate to any 
Office^ or to any Place of Trust updArhis Aif^enty, and other 
dian Pensions of Bonnty or vokmtary PenwDS^ nor to take 
away or make void any Estate of Inheritance 

^ "^ . or Offices 

granted by his Majesty, or any hia predecessors, Qf Inherit* 

^_ &DCA ' 

lo any Person or Persons, of or in ady X«ads(, -' 

Rents, Tythes, or Hereditaments, not being Offiiccira; nor to 

takeaway, or make void any Pension orSaltoy ^^,toiiiake 

already granted by his Majesty to any Person yMwuj 

who was instrumental in the happy preservation gnmted to 

of his Sacred M^esty after the battle at Worces- -SJ^X" 

ter, . in the year 1 6^ I , until his Majesty's arrival Ji^P'fi^. 

beyond the seas ; nor to takeaway or make void £qs *a^ 

, ^ - V..n« ^n« ^w t . Worcester. 

the Grant of any Office or Offices of Inheritance, 
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or any Fee» 8alarj« or Ra«mrd:£KiuuN&tiag MdkOADe or 
Offieet, or thereto any way beloogii^^ graittei by Jna Mm* 
jesty, or any bia Predeeeaaoriy ta^.or enjoyedf or.wUdiiiittitt?' 
after shall be eqoyed . by any Peraoa or Eenam^ iAq lAaH 
refuse or neglect to take the said Oaths, orokher o£ theasy at 
to receive the Sacramentt or to aiAaoiibe the Ddcbnratkn 
mentioiied in this Act^ in manner dieieinexpressed: Never' 

thdess so as such Peraoa or PexMos hatriakriee 
OffiUn enjoying any sack Offiee or^Offlcos of iitbedt- 

Offioei of *°^^ ^® ' ^ '^^ sufastiuite and appointhia at 
i^"most ^^^^ sufficient D^ty or Depaties (wbieh *^ileh 
qifKiiDiDf- OflBoer or Ofltcera reapeoehrely are h^^fbyiiU'* 
amiittoke powered from time to time to make or diangei 
^ Oathf, ^^ former Law or . Usage^ to the oontrary net;* 

withstanding) to exercise the said Office or O^ 
fices> until such time as the Benson or Bersons having sotb 
Office or Offices, shall vokmtanly, in the Goiirit of Chaan 
cwy, before Ae Lord Chancellor dr Lord Keeper for the 
tone being, or in the Court of King's Ban<^, take At bM 
Oaths, and receive f^ Sacimmenf} aoeording to Law, and 
iMibscribe the said Declaration } and so a» all and every the 
Dqputy and Deputies so as afimsatd to be appointed, taka 
and sob- ^^® '^^^ Oaths, 'reeeive the Sacrament, and sab- 
'^^' scribe the said Declaration froia tnne to time, aa 

they shall hiqipen to be so appointed, in manner as by this 
Act such Officers, whose Deputies they be^ are'appointed so 
do ; and ao as sudi Deputies be from time to time approved 
of by the 'King's Majesty under his Privy Signet : But that 
all and every the Peers of this Realm shall have, hM^ and 
ei^oy what is provided for as aforesaid, and all and every 
other Person or- P^evsons beibce ihentioaied, denoted or tin 
tended within tktt'.pvoviBO,'8haU have,hold^ and enjoy idiat i» 
provided ior aa^afcmiud^ notwflhstao^g aay Zncapacifgr or 
Disability mentsanedfin ifaift^^* ** 
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fhmkf tilay tadia'the md Oadis, mnd make the mar tak« 
Kni,%j£tmcnptioxi4 and.-deltver the Mid Certificatea. A-e. in pw. 
kftAre the Pam rfttin^in Parlin&ent, if the Pat- ^'^''°^ 
liasietti; be akting^widiiii the time Hmiled for doing ihereof^ 
eod ia!,tfae itfCemds i^. Parliament in the High Court of 
Gbtoeery, in which respecdineConrtaaU the aaid. proceedings 
i06Njlo be'reooipded iamannef afiooresald;: 
:^.4^|>rpvjded alirayti Tfait no' nmnriad Woman^ ^ StTioff 
«f AerHm'mdtrdie age ef Eighteen Years, or ^rj^*^ 
Itioing heyond'Or ufioD die SoMybr firnnd, by the 4'<^* 
Wntful Oatbs of Tweibie Jtfen^to be turn eampds mentiSf and 
Q» being .and remdniag at the find of Trinity Term in the 
y^fur ^owrJK>rd 16Td| hating' any Office, ahall,- by virtue o( 
tUa A£ty lose or ferfirit any such his or her Office (other than 
meb married .Wommi during the life of her iHuaband oniy) 
teanyNe^^t or :Refii^^I;of taking the Oaths, and doing 
die other thinga iis%uire4. by th^ Aiit lo b^ done by Persons 
haying «Offiec^,,soN«B( aucib .respective* Persons,- within ibur 
li^ont^s^after the deMb.of tbeiHu^bai^ coming to the Age» 
of Eighteen Yea«s» ];et^rin^g into ttm Kingdom, and becom- 
i^g of so^d mind, ^hsiU respectively take the said Oaths, 
aj)d perform all olbeir things in mapnet as by this Act is ap-^ 
yf^inM- foY Persons! to do, .who eh^ buppefl^ M> have any 
Qffice or Offices to them given m Ulim aftc9^l|m £dd.of th0. 
ssiid Trinity Term. ;.,-,, 

..'* Provided also, Thatany Pensonwiio.byJiii. --^p^ ^ 
or her Neglect or RefusaU according to thia A^t, fv^^^ 

hiBOflroebj 

sball lose or forfeit any Office^ may be capable YirtaiB here- 
by a new Grant of tlia said Office^ or of any vpM^t&ing^ 
o^r, and to have and bold the same again, auch OMa, &e. « 
l^eraon taking the said Oadi% andrd^Hng^ dlpditr ^.<»««Me 
thinga reiyainad by ihifr Act» ao^aa'such Qffioe.h». c>int tfaer»« 
not granted to, and actually citjoQwd iiy^ 



other person at the time of the regranting thereof, 

C 
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TEST ACT AGAINST PAPISTS. 



Not to ex- 
tend to 
NoD-Coni- 
miftfidned 
Officers in 
Nary, if 
tbej tnb- 
senbethe 
Deolart- 
tioo« 



ASaTioff 
for tbe Pen* 
siona grant- 
ed to the 
Earl of 
Briatol and 
hh Lad jr. 



** Provided also, That nothing in this Act con- 
tained shall extend to make any Forfeiture^ Dis-' 
ability, or Ineapadty in, by, dr'upofa'iiny Non- 
commissioned Offieer or (MBoera itf faiis Majesty'^ 
Navy, if such Officer or Officers ahall only sub- 
scribe the Declaration therein required, in manner 
as the same is directed. 

" Provided also, That nothing in this Act cori-* 
tained shall extend to prejudice George 'EaVl of 
Bristol, or Aiuie Cbudtefttf of Bristal his- Wtf<»/ M' 
the Pennon or Pensions granted to them by PtLf 
tent under the Great Seal of England, bearing 
Date the Sixteenth Day of July, in the Year of our Lord 
1669, being in lieu of a just Debt due to the said Earl from 
his Majesty, particularly expressed in the said Patent. 

" Provided also. That this Act', or any Thing' 
therein contained^ shall Bot^xtedd to the Office' 
of any High Constable^ Petty Const^le, Tyth- 
ingman, Headborough, Overseer of the Poor, 
Churchwardens, Surveyor of the Highways, or 
any like inferior Civil Office, or to any Office of 
Forester, or Keeper of any Park, Chace, Warren,* 
or Game, or of Bailiff of anyMdnor or Lands, or to any' 
like private O&oeii or to any Person or Persons having only 
any the before mentioned, or any of the like Offices. 



Not to ex- 
tend to Con« 
atables, 
Tything- 
men. 
Church- 
Waxdens, 
4%« or 
priiratie 
OIBten. 



(^ This Act, be it ckrefuUy observed, af- 
fects Papists, and Papists only. Of it the 
Dissenters have nothing to complain. Mir. J. 
Smith therefore, the seconder of Ldrd J. Rus* 
sel's motion, i» utterly Incbrreet in sffating that 
Dissenters ar^ oppressed by this lattet Act. 
That honourable gentleman says, " He would 
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now point out the penalties to which the Did^. 
seuter* is exposed for not t^ing the Sacrament. 
In the first instance, there was the forfeiture of 
the plac^; ne^t> he was rendered incapable of 
holding any other. Again^ he was disqualified 
from maintaining a suit at law. Stilly fUrther^ 
he was prevented from accepting the office of 
guardian ; and after being robbed of his pro^ 
perty f, he was saddled with a penalty of 5Q0V 
H^i^e Mr. Smith has . evidently got out of 
his latitude ; for all these penalties to which 
he alludes are attached^ not to the JDissent- 
ers, but to the Pa^ts, and are to be found,: 
NOT in the Cmpdiration but in the Tbst Act 
Had he been pleading fbr Roman Catholics, 
all this would have been to the point ; but 
the Catholic demands are non coram Judice : 
— he is advocating the cause of DUsenters ; 
therefore .ail thk doleful ditty is utterly ir- 
relevant. This amalgamation of two distinct 
cases, for the purpose of extracting what be^ 
longs exclusively to one, and passing it off as 
the result of the two thus uniTaiFly united, is a 
sort pf logical fr mid, which jpay indeed wswer 
a temporary object, but which will not stand 

*' No ; the Hw^Urr^^m 4;he Prewiile of tlie T'^Hk tAct. 

f (iuc^r€^r^lf:oy9 r^bl^ ? Js the* li^ing^iiceiiettted fram 
acting us a guardian, any robbery, of tbe property of Ihe^rty 
00 prevented ? 

c2 
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the test of examination^ and when detected, 
will induce the really Z/A^ra^ part qfi the. puhlic 
to say, ■'. if these are the modes bjr which the 
cause of civil and religious liberty is to be ujj- 
held. the more strict^ the restraiAts that are im- 

posed the better/* , , . 

. We have nowseenvthe m^x ikad^substapqe: of 
the tyraniQr> the persecution, and the cruel 
despotism, worse than ever stained the Syra- 
cusan annals, exercised in these enlightened 
days by the intolerant Churchman against th^ 
*' P9or, oppressed, vilified, and degraded Dis- 
senter !" and it is for the erasure of these Acts 
from the Statute-book, credite Posteril that a 
Bill has been read a^ third time, and passed, in 
the British House pf Commons :— one of the 
three estates that are conservators of our po- 
lity, ecclesiastic as well as civil 1 

ReaUiy jt^ie scarcely .knows whether to be mo^t 
amused at the singularly exquisite and suscepti- 
ble feelingB and consciences of Dissenters, or the 
folly, the intense folly of those,— and many of 
of them actually belonging to the aristocracy*, 

* It tiad ever ap{»eared to me the most anaecountable pa- 
rade, and the moat unique itifatuatioii^ the suppoi^t which 
those members ofthe House of Commons^ who are of high 
birthsandtaxistocnitiQ. iateilies,^ aod> who will 0ae day sit ia a 
b^^ asfi^iiaUy^i^gbflt^tfiOGli^ins of I^^^ ; Now J)is- 

senters are mostly people of the lower ranks— seldom per- 
sons of blood or of noble descent. In supporting the claims 
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— who are so alive in rescuing them from the 
imaginary thraldom to which they are consigned, 
ian'd the imiginai'^ fettiers with which they are 
bound.. The subject, primd facie, is in truth 
(entirely t>elbi^ argtiinent, and ialmost below con- 
tempt; but an outcry having been raised, and 
an^ attempt at repeal having been concocted, it 
becomes us to place the subject in another point 
of view, by which every fiiend of the Constitu^- 
tibii, every legitimate son of the Church, will 
/see much to deplore, and much eventually to 
dread. iPor as to the cant we are in the daily 
habit of hearing about civil and religious li- 
berty— the natural rights of Englishmen— the 
free and unshacMed exercise of private judg- 
ment, and the fight of every man to worship 
God in his owfi way'— rail this, 1 say, is pressed 

into the service solely ad captdndum — it is de- 

,, ,■ •• ••'•*•• •*- • . •• 

.« . ...... • t 

of these obscure individuals, the AVistocracy are strengthen- 
ing an' inferior part of the body politic against 'diemselves and 
their own privileges. It is notorious, that thd bwer raoiks of 
jWs cQuntry huve, by means of univer8al.ediifmtion,and the 
diffusion of liberal and levelling principles, outstepped their 
proper sphere, and got too much " a-head.'* Instead, there- 
fdte, of adding to their power, the Aristocracy om^A/* rather 
ip^jfeciAwJIffogreas^ Jest they ihould.Qbli^fBrftt^.tbf aristo- 
I critic, the eecleiaiastic, and the monarchical lines *of demarca- 
Uon^ which, under, the^blessingjrf Heaven^ kept the 

Pe^rs, the Church, aiid the Mofiar4^^ in; the undisturbed pos- 
sebdion of feir respective rights, iniiftBrtlWefl^'an^prfvik^s. 

■ • -^ «■'• .-' *"i ■*-rf»tf'*'*«j .*,» - 

; . , . , . . '^1 " ,' [}> . •C> .^1- »U V, ..:;^ivi ■ ■ . ■ 

' ■ ?; i -. 
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•igned as dust tbrova jintp thciety^ of well* 
meaning but weak-mindad pereon§, ^]^o t^^ 
into account only the performancQ of r that 
which they are deluded, i^tq l^lieving ^ act 
of liberality, heedless of the eventual danger3 
such act may draw after it, while the ^eal iur 
teption of those who ..adopt these popular 
phrases appears to be nothing short of the 
entire overthrow of the Established Church.. . 

IT. The second point for coQsideraticmi;9,tb# 
object of these Acts. Will ^iny que have th? 
hardihood to say that they interipeddle with 
.private judgment ? Do they say directly or 
indirectly any thing at all .about it 2 Do they 
throw any obstacle in the way of free and unfet- 
tered religious ppin|oq ? Nosuch thing. Do they 
inflict any penalty on any persons, because they 
do not belong to the Established Church ? No 
such thing : and those who would make the 
repeal of these Acts a stepping-stone to their 
ambition, and wish of establishii^ their own 
religious creed on the subversion of the Church, 
are obliged to have recourse to an unjustifiable 
fallacy for obtaining credence to their assertion, 
that, these Acts dq place a restji^iction.on th(^ 
conscience,.and do virtually inflict a penalty, on 
non-conformity. 

Unquestionably the object of these Acts is 
solely to guard the Constitution in Ciiurch and 
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State from the ihcUrsions of Dissenters of all 
fiorts^ and Papists, The legislators of the pe- 
f idd in wfiich they were enacted^ had good rea- 
son to know the tempers of Dissenters and Pa- 
pists. (Heaven "grant the present age may not 
have sl&tilar experience J) 

They knew that if Dissenters or Papists were 
0nce to place their feet within the threshold of 
the State, without restriction, they would un- 
ceasingly be intriguing to penetrate into the 
interior of the edifice, and ** spoil the armour in 
which the good man of the house trusted.** 
-They therefore jvisely threw a barrier around 
real freedom of conscience, by making Church* 
membership an exclusive condition for holding 
office* Conformity with the Established Church 
(which is none dther than the original divine 
institution 6f our blessed Lord and his Apos^^ 
ties, disencumbered from the redundancies iSu* 
peradded during Pa;pal domination) is the con- 
dition of the admission of the subject to the 
civil offices of the State, and in fact is. his only 
earthl J' reward and encouragement for patient 
and orderly submission to ^*the powers that 
be,'* and for his shunning the intritate and 
rebellious paths of jsehism. These Acts in ef- 
fect say, and most wisely say,— office and pre- 
ferment, power and dignity, aie thfe lefgitimate 
rewards of those Who Uphold/ ixi6i not of those 
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yiho oppose, iChiircli AnaTstaW:* ^ ' ^Thfege thSngs 
«re designed not for our enleilifiM, htt for iottr 
friends :— '' It is not meet to tale tlie eUildiMs 
bread and give it to aliens.** Thifr fe orfy feoift- 
mon justice^ — this is as it should be,- nor can aiijr 
thing be more constitutional; wise, or safe. ' Bat 
while restrictive Acts draw a sth>ngly-macfked 
line of exclusion against our enemies and 'if - 
vals, they interfere not with the mosi uh- 
bounded liberty of conscience r^i^d it'isoittty 
sectarian zeal and sectarian envy that coold 
lead men to try to impose upon the good fill- 
ings of the public, by insinuations of so male- 
volent a nature. : ; 
Lord John Russel, whose speech is replete 
with imposing fallacies, says, according to the 
report of it which appears in the St. James's 
Chronicle of February 28, that ^ Dissenters are 
told if they take the Sacrament, they will be 
fit to hold office/* This misconception, which, 
for want of paying due attention to the ques- 
tion, has become general, and has pervaded the 
whole of the debates in the House of Com- 
mons, imperatively calls for correction. God 
forbid that Dissenters should therefore be*, fit 
for power, became they prostitute their con- 
sciences, and act hypocritically for the sake of 
office. iSuch aii idea is impious as it affects the 
Sacrament; ti libel dn the CHtircfh, and a satire 
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Wftitbe Djdsisntera. ■ J4o one, I should suppcwe, 
Tlmt-A,1tli^«t^t^ either ig^iorant of the cause be 
>liphDlltei -OF. 49^9ua of distorting the truth, 
0OU)d, yentpre,^on such a startling assertion. 
yln 'truth, -th« Acts say not a syllable to this 
'.^Kbctj Dissenters are no where told, that if 
\thpy.take tb^^SacraosLent of the Lord's Sup- 
gei^-they will he. fit for oflSce; hut that if 
^ey ctuinot .or will ^ot take that Sacrament, 
^.t;^tJs,to fl£iy, if they pertinaciously continue 
..to..be3chlaiuaticSj they are unfit; — equivalent 
precisely to a declaration to this effect: — You 
Dissenters are ineligible to a share in the civil 
polity of a constitution amalgamated with a 
Protestant Episcopal Church, for this plain 
reason ; — that constitution that is required by 
the concurrent voice of the three estates of 
the realm to be essentially Episcopally Pro- 
testant ; that is, equally remote from Popery 
by being Protestant — remote from Schism by 
being Episcopal. If you cannot or will not 
conform to the Apostolic Church established 
by law. in this country, the religion of that 
Church being the religion of the King and 
Constitution, you ctntno^ be, nor is it.;£^ you 
should be, entrusted with political power; for 
what warranty has the Constitution that you 
will not agaiua were the (^portunity again to 
arise, urge «ivt^!fe|Sc^Des j^^ji ^already .the 
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iingmM of oitt .coantiyl— whM warranty^ ba$ 
the CoMtit'utioQ that you will m&t agniu over- 
throw the established order of UbingB, ^ko^ 
again erect the standard of MhisoH^that 4esdr 
feting abomination — on the min^ of Church 
and State ? But if you will cease td be DSs- 
aenters — ^if you vriBi deign to veturn to the boi- 
sbm of the Christian Church^<^the sinless cotti^ 
munion of the estabUshment from which ydd 
are at present sel^xiled, and will aflford. Such 
proof of the renunciation of your wayward no^ 
tions as to receive the Sacrament at the hands 
of an episcbpally-ordained minister in that Apes* 
telle Churchy then will we admit you to office. 
For the law, doubtless, presupposes that a Dis- 
senter, as such, cannot tiike the Sacrament : 
and it never was contemplated that Dissenters 
would resort to the paltry, thd dishonest, the 
despicable evasion of '^ qualifying for office/* 
as it is irreverently termed, by barely receiving 
the Sacrament, while they . continued still, 
quoad cattrd, in a state of separation from the 
Church. 

Beyond ilie shadow of doubt, th^ Sacrament 
was propounded aa a visible pledge tif being in 
total and entire commiiBion with the Church. 
The wisdom and right feeling of the Legisla- 
ture^ never intended to impc»se ah oath on one 
who YfvxMaotlesc 'tmimo take it, nor to impose 



4;b? r^cy^^n '9if ]^C0i1i|ttti mtigiatis riie)im.#ne 
.>¥b9 jH^oijtlcl. not \Xk ,«U .resjpeejts oouform to the 
r^Iigio^ of wlq^h tbst:rite waa a di9tinguidung 
fAidxufiXfff^qy Yet Lord John Russd and the 
ai^ereota of/the Plssentiiig <»u8e would £un 
make tha* world believe that those Acta he 
wish^p abrogated/ <?o»{p0/ men to take oatha^ 
and tO'Sttbiait;tQ.a religiojKLi: rite at which th^r 
qqnaciencea revolt* But 6o far from ihia being 
x^ JHfit apd fair statement. o£ the caacj it ia evi- 
dent^ that no one is required to take the oaths 
or to receive the Sacrament^ unless he actually 
ceases to be a Papist or Dissenter^ and then^ on 
givi|ig such pledge aad proof oif his sincere 
abjuration of his forn^r ^rrors> he becomes 
qualified tO;par|akeof the honours and emolu«- 
ments of that polity , ciyil and ecclesiastical ; to 
t)^ first of whix^h he has thus beco;Q!ie a4enizen; 
to the.rlatttf > «a j^osdyte. > 

In ti;uth^ this very fact-r-this admitted &ct-^ 
thi? .fact so pften, sa unjustly made the subject 
of the harshfiat invective against theC^hiircl^apd 
civil Constitution^— is^ next to their oi^u§^esa 
schiijin^ the .most crying sin ^f the't^iMenters, 
aQ4 pf all othera^: militates mpfi4; fpii^ijUiy against 
their claims apd admission to any: th^ig in 
the shape of power. This diaingcoerapua evar 
sion-rthis bartering of prineiple im the; paltry 
ambitioai of:theLta^pings..of ofBee^ is imt0!t 
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tnnnium, and proves iiuk>ntestibly that all the 
boasted pleas of conscience so perpetually 
rung in our ears, are in fact nothing, or worse 
than nothing; and that consequently those who 
can thus make a merchandize of their religiou^ 
principles, by sacrificing them on th^ altar oT 
ambition and self-interest, are unfit to be en- 
trusted with confidential stations ; and that in- 
stead of the removal of tests, those tests ough^ 
for the safety of tlie altar and the tWone, io. be 
doubled. 



»■ * 



We have now seen what the Corporation and 
Test Acts are, and with what objects they were 
passed, — riot for the sate of ^limiting but se- 
curing liberty of conscience,— riot through as- 
perity or arrogance towards u&senters, — riot 
for the sake of making ^erii* dotnply with a 
rite which their coriscienbed abjure, for tkcstfUe 
it ever remembeited, was their aum device, biit 
for the sake of encouraging and inviting theiri 
home to the Church, and thus preserving that 
e^^^fe^f of the Christian religion— Unity. 

Hence we are enabled to discover that the 
grievance of which the Dissenter so loudly 
trompiains, is altogether imaginary, or if other- 
•wise; it Is one ^ Mi own ingpasition. For the 
^ate has rio "particrilif^ interest in his taking 
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the SacraitieQt : and if he wiU temporize for 
the sakeiof office and belie his conscience^ we 
can only say to him as the Sanhedrim said to 
Judas, '^ What is that to us t See thou to 
that/' Let him hut practically shew that 
charity and iforbearance that is ever in his 
mouthy let him^ banish all '^ envy and strife;** 
let him abjure his sturdy rebellion ; let him 
cultivate Charity and Unity, and discontinue 
his needless separation from an apostolic com- 
munion in which he could certainly remain 
without sin ; and, finally, let him with sincerity, 
having returned to the *' one fold/* and '' the 
Shepherd and Bishop of Souls/' cordially re- 
ceive, and not as a niere '^ qualification for 
office/' that most /sacred rite which he has 
hitherto so wickedly abused and prostituted to 
temporal objects ; and the Church will receive 
the returning prodigal with joy, and the State 
admit him, if otherwise ' deserving, to her 
highest honors* 

As one of the best modes of serving the 
paus^ of truth is the exposure of ^ri^or, I shall 
now proceed to point out one or ^wo more 
fallacies which appear in the speech of the 
noble mover of the repeal ; luid sh^Jl aftarward^ 
advert to, aja admission jU^gijiipi^ i»ade . in 
Mr. Brougham's speech, which alone is suffi- 
cient to open the eyes of the public, and to 
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put the higher Hotise of the Legislatttt^ ob 
its guard against the admitted injurions prin-< 
ciples of the petitioning parties. 

1. First let us examinie'the passage In Lbtnl 
John Rassel's speech^ whibh I consider calcu-i 
lated to mislead. 

Lord John Bays,— -•* Ho founded great hopes 
of sudcess in the knowledge of the improvement' 
that had taken place iu< the publiic mind^^am 
cularly andong the middle classes ; within thef 
last S8 years, and that ' he should now &id 
many supporting his > motion who would HaVe 
opposed it at the period to which he allnded^ 
He was induced to coate to this conclusion by 
what took place in the Commoa Council of 
Loiidoh. It was notorious, as had been men^ 
tioned by an Honourable AUerman, that in the 
year 1790 the Gorportttion had passed some 
strong resolutions against the repeal of the 
Test and Corporation Acts^ and had voted 
thanks to those Aldermen who had opposed 
th)e repeal in that* house ; but so great was the 
clnmge in men*s minds on the subjefet sance 
that time^ that the Corporation had recentiy 
agreed to resolutions declaring these Acts hos« 
tile to the prmciples of religious liberty.". 

Now thii only shews how much more pre- 
valent latihidinariahism has become : and ho^ 
unsJetHed the public miml has grown with re« 
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gaxd to eli'Ol^^ and ti&tablishfed con^tiUitionBr 
A feyeri^h vasttesen^ of opinion has for some 
years^ since the march of intellect begun^ been* 
rapidly increi^siiig. This ** improved'* state of 
th# E^ubUonqind^ >as hiB Lordship oddly terms 
it> bids fair to overthrow all rule> and to intro*«> 
duqe gi*adnally^ aS: we frow wiser and wiser, 
aofl^iQhyA similar ' ta tibiai^ which succeeded the 
march of mind is Fiianoe in the last century, 
and :the ** improved'' Md6r of thkigs introduced 
by the saints who fldudshfed #em|7. CromwelL 
What his Lodrdship says maikes directly to the 
converse of what his ai^uaaent requires him to 
inculcate, andproV^s^ibat sonse decisive legis^ 
lative enactment should take place to chech so 
rapidly encreasing an- evil-*^an evil, which Iflce 
some sins, fn»n haiving origindily been^s- 
gustingji have by habit become first tolerable,' 
an^at.lenfgth even pleasing. The amount of 
\m Lordship's argument is this, — ^tfaat because 
mischief has increased withih the kst' 36 years^ 
therefore we are called on to help It stiltftirther 
in. its increase! Thus* his Lordship swims 
cheerily down the stream — 9ecundo di^fUtAt-mnm^ 
^ If," says his Lordship, '' the r^Ugion of any 
body of men were found to contain political 
principles hostile to the Slat^ or inititating 
against that aU^giance whif^it^- professors^ 
owed to the 3tate, then a restrictive.test would' 
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he justifiable, but it .w«uId.w)^oiiiiy.l)e^»;j^t^ 
of the faith, but of the p<4iU«aldQCtri{ie«v^ 
the party/' ... .^jr^. ? 

Here. Ues the juguhm cau^fiB. . Nqv» W I]N^ 
first place. Dissenters are Whig^^ ^,^AXi^f^^^ffi( 
essence of Whiggery (let Whigs^ d«}iy.itri^t]|^r 
can) to limits the prerogstiye of the Cr^rw^ 
and to extend what they call the UbeFty;of ^^ 
subject; i. e, popular. eiwroaqhwe^it^. BjHt.h^ 
clearly did the Dias49t«rs \ betrayr- tbeif aoj^rik 
Qipnarchical spirit by supportiqgitO^c) andalj^ 
the cause of the late Qu^n I This sipgle. fgjit^ 
fresh in the recpUectipn pf .every . body, sp^9J^ 
volumes as to th^ natqiie^.a^ibi^rmg of,,t^. 
principles of J)iii^xil^^K^f]:, l^-f^qx% we sbail 
ever find that - dsiifse i^^o^w^ .^oj^osed to th^ 
established religiU>n, are^nat* saund.in theirratn 
tachment to the ^vil.poi^s^ I^is; Lojcd^^ipi 
will grant, I suppo&r, t^sjt r^fuhUcan pj^ngir, 
pies are p;riiiciples hostile to, th^ Sta^te. If ^e, 
grafts thisi and. if we can shew that dissent ^or 
schism 19 es^ntially republican, tii^n it wjill, 
fdUow friwi; his own hypothesis, that the . ifelir > 
^pn of Disscjnters requires a restrictive test.. 
The yery " prhcij^um et, fens'" ^ of , all dis^nt^ 
where the C9pununion that is left is not sinful, 
(and no oi^p pyer could assert that pursj is 

of godly discipline — a ^tred of, and rebellion 

4 
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^gf^i;c<^fttti«(k[^^^afto'ritie9. He who tirn^ 
^tgai'^''Vierietbhf of the Church of Eng- 
land, and contends for the equality of all min^ 
ten tf vtU^on, recognized and distinctly de-; 
ffiiid'iui tlie thre^ ordeM'at^e m Scripture — ^her 
^!^' itdvooatea ike righft^f the p6&^e to ft^vr 
s^fiiSCiiia teach^er^ ^ith'ito ostensible comtais- 
nii^rit'^e Beme time that ttfey forsake those 
Unal ttte ' setft Hnt^'lif Christi cannot but be 
cMtiAdeted' aft '4^e^ly imbued with principles m 
tiMitr verj Btttiire^ attd edsettce democrati^al. 
The principfe id ^ ptinei|>le of rebellion t and 
dSi^t or i^bhtem tai^ hot inaptly be termed 
spiritual republidmisiii: ^ m^, aUegialiee to 
66d IB Mgttar thsiir allie^antfe to mto> tod hey 
^hbtt mixid %ito l^akrlftaf 1^ can see no sin 
in r^Sistin^; iStte^^ if^Httial ^ Ijovertment esta-: 
Idii^ed by tbe D^^: iDiumot bd expected to 
tfee any sin id i^istiiig citi! gtrtrimmeiat^ and 
nii^re '. especially ad^ such an. one ftmeied that 
civil gdvernmeht Is an institution' bf * nmn, ibr<^ 
g6t!ang "* whose authority he haHi'^^lvliolS' at 
tfaeliead of civfl govemmeht. Jnrfsiw^ii Who^ 
cfvetishcistile to the hierarchy, if ohiy^he be 
consistent wil9i himsdif, cannot in ireafity^ 
boirSvetihe may appear to bei *ttacaiedtathe 
ciVil goYemmebti. Nor cfaii w* i*fy ^ii the 
civil loyalty bf thi**thin; t»k)-^ fc^sii^ng ec-- 
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clesiUfltical rule andChulrch fttilliOTrtf^ 
ministry of divine fotmdatioli; mbbifebts %«ymd 
all possibility of contradiction his disl(y^)Baty>&> 
the Supreme Beingr* For k ^^rtit^&'iAakrar 
tion of the uniota of tifee atiti*4i«tfairchietf '^ttOd 
dissenting spirit on the one hand/ and ^£h&'^- 
publican and regicidtt Bpirif on '(lie 'O^^, 
we need only turn to Ih^ histoiy of «rar-.tti!«i 
eountry during Cromwefl^s progrmi^; Tlii»«f* 
fords the best commentftry on the ^AttigeM» 
political effects of rel%i6«M» AfeAent, attd fHi^B 
that the two principles of religious and q^ 
litical insubordination ere essftinfially Mgwted. 
One of the prineipd writeM' among Diasen^^s 
-^Neale, the authoi^ ofth* ^Hbtory of the 
Puritans,'' says thAt'Knox' liid d6wn the fol- 
lowing position^a pt>6iti<m unequivocally te-^ 
publican, and one emanafifig firain rocb a pi- 
lar of the saintly party, cannot but comaiaitd 
their concurrcmice)^— '^ that if Kings and; Primits 
refuse to reform religion, inferior magistr^s 
and Uie Piopia being directed and instrftoted 
in Ae truth'by their preachers, may thanselves 
l^orm within their own bounds ; and if ali;)6r 
a ftt greater part he enlighieMd hj the t^iitb^ 
tiiey: may make a- public Tefbrmatioa !^ > Mkt. 

wa inaktoNi^t^)lh^i>l6a«s. to -coiisider ,it ireli- 

' ''n*-* tori o.b Off 'Y\ oidf>'>fnr>l»( ^.r if?. xuv,x Ivrr. 
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0sm t^fmMtimyy^i^^Ht a civil eommotion, 
:nemfi«M tQV 1^ by the advocates of 

r:! li^vQ m^ tti^t his Lordship on his own 
i^und* But. iDdepeii4eiitJly rof what baa been 
advanced^ we omay obsewe that his Lprdl9hip: 
h» sot gone fac enough ; fyx, principles purely 
rr#Ugious; and >&ee fnim any taint of republi* 
Danism; admHtiaiii: tihose of Dissenters to be 
tmh, ought, no < less -than political principles,; 
tobe subjected iK^ restri<;tive teiM;. Wben once 
we open the t door to modem liberality, , it 
would be the height of uncharitableneas to shut 
it against any whf^ diemaiid admission ; I said 
demand, fm *uskitfg . i9rg9B(^ by^ tf you free 
IMssetitera ftom.si tenl^'^nd those who are not 
in efiect Chriiiti w$i . (I . attude to the Unita- 
fbns,) stfll more ought you to Aree Roman Ca- 
IlioUcs; and if Roman GatholieSi and .the God- 
denying heretics, • you must tbrow open office 
to all who are out of the Christian <|hur^--- 
>to Jews and Mahometans. Now it is j^n ad-^ 
iflitt^ principle, that each raligiobistf £ito<nes 
his own faith the best and most eHgiUe t ^^d 
if he be sibcere and zealous in that ^ith/ he 
must wish to draw his tlq)eBdents, and all 
whom he Mgards especialljr) ^itiiiti Uis pale^ I 
wfll go further p IwSI'S^ji^itie^^Tfi^^^. do-so/ 
and that he is blameable if he do not. Should 
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itf §6 htppen, thftt tt any one ttete se^ral lif^. 
diiriduids of concurring mli|:k>Ms MoUoiftiite,. 
whether Unitarians, Infidels, or Papists, b^vUI. 
tke to '% high edolmand in the army> navy, tnr 
oiTil government, can any one^ ^ivitibdniar^ 
giling against the concnnmit testimony oi hts* 
tory, the experience affoidecl by the annals (iif 
his own country, and the nature of the human^ 
Blind, assert but that a {Nseference in the dia-r . 
posal of pr^erment ^oidd hp shewn to l^ioie 
of a similar creed, ami that effi^vtsi^aa oppwtu*- 
nity occurred, might he ma4ev to render, that 
cra^ established and dominaqt? We dieser 
Ibre never can admit that political principle 
should be the 9ol» qause of riesteictive test, but 
iSkBireUgioua principle^affiDnda motives of equals 
if not paramount importance.' 

IL Let us next look to the adm»isiQ& un? 
guardedly niade* by Mr. Breugfaam. 

That leamed.gentleman^ in a passive of hifi. 

imposii^ epeech, undertook to account for the 

silence o£ the claims of Dissenters during a eeih 

tain period [to which Mr. Peel had adverted. 

His words. ore as follow : '' After the Revolu.- 

tion (the French Revolution) it WQ^]id have 

been insanity for the Dissentors to press their 

case. • The DJosenters acted wisely, nay he 

would «i^if(enev(Hi8fy^ JAfftbstiinKitg&pm urg- 
ing their suit/' 
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' After the French Revolution^ truly it would 
ha^<^ been insaiiitgr in the Disstoters to press 
iheii; daimii. ^ III tl^la adouttsaoa^ Mr. Broughsm 
is ptffectly xotTMt ; 'iiiS) in fact, the best pas* 
sage in his whole Speech; «wl we cannot bili 
admire &e ingenuity of. the advocate who ast 
csriftes ^Ao^ to ^eneroeitj which his olioit could 
hot have di^<2lo attempt* ;The country had 
mrantly seen too^ rnndi of the consequences of 
fh^ unrestoained csrasr of ^' reason *' and '^ phi- 
ioBo^hyf^ and ^^pdtrate judgment ;•* had witr 
nessed too much ^ «hb tarriUe eflfects of un<^ 
bounded' civB^aad reHgioils liberty;" a liberty 
which had justproved the^baoe of Chrisdanity> 
and the scouige of niani; had learned too impresh 
finre a lesson kif ihe eonsequenees of not keep* 
ing in cbeck^tfae ^oroachiag'and discontented 
spirit that actuates thoiw:who aflbcttobe^wis^ 
above what is written,'' against constituted au- 
thorities, to make it olhei? than an act of dowx^ 
right insanitjr to petition the B^lish: Legisla^- 
tnre for that which had just subverted the 
French Constitution. These wtere niot the #woi- 
Uatempwa fanikl nor would 'the English Le- 
gislature, had s^ch a presuMj^iuoufe and itt^ 
timed attempt been made, have ^er tHou^ 
lif entrusting the followers erf JPtiestly and Pricp 
^ith those « rights^ <rf matf' that would soon 
havtf opened the ft)0d-g|iiteBMrffiH»rf^ 
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own realms; by introducing thftt' laxity^ tBttt- 
false charity^ that indiJOTetektee to bomtntinipni 
which is so admirably calciiliited .'to ' litisettile 
every thing, and settle nMhing. Well ttU^f the 
learned gentleman say it wotiM have* been in^ 
sanity ; and it was because they were aware t5f 
the similarity of their own principles andlS^*^' 
ings to those which had been the precursofrs of 
the ruin of Church and Stisite in France^ thM 
they '^wisely*' kept back their demands for 
civil and religious liberty, and ttdt I ai^ehend 
'' through any generous abi^ifience.'* If they 
were so generous and so wii^e then, it remaiiis 
£or Mr. Brougham to explain the Cause of their 
rapid and strange declensioh in generosity and 
-wisdom now— now that all tibe Dissenters m 
the kingdom simultaneously, and ^ as if im- 
pelled by some strong external agency," as Mr. 
Peel shrewdly insinuated, tbke the Houses of 
Parliament as it were by storm, and not onl^ 
heap the tables of the Legislature, bat fill the 
whole land with their pernicious murmurs and 
tovious discontents. 

. The lesson acquired by the French RevoI»^ 
tion, to Which Mr. Brougham has unwittingly 
drawn our attention, wiD, I trusty never be for« 
gotten; and as it would have been so obvi- 
iiusly unsafe at thfe period alktded to, to have 
indulged ttoe^disfciplfe* of such men as P^estly 
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1^ Prioe^jvf i^.|t|be. remoTal of 8 
mk^^myf^l^^m^]ft .on.the estS 

l^9g9t'f^G9Jfif^ffmlt, hj affordin 
Cfif^Q^juigii Xar^Que who in thee 
fiiioi^r. BCftpticar. aod. dai^gerous i 
l))))^ Irom and ^xjf^t^^t^ by the ministry of 
^^ Carpenter and M? • Bel^hanij and the pesti*. 
ij^iur,mach^a^Qn3 of the patrons of the God* 
n^t^Vij^ fl-Qn49n ^ Wnivjersity, 
y !X'he;raeejit ji$(^ent isi between the Church 
«n:(bi9 one p«r^, aRijl^pij the other the Romanist^ 
wA'th^gmmr W9^ pf ^phismatics ; but should, 
<^l6t(B^il3k^iyp,wi^ present enlightened 

IMriodi said tp.)>jQ sp far. superior to the derided 
'/jmsdoni ^four wq^stors/' grant immunity 
frat to Pi^i^e?s^, and t^ieii to Romanists, 
tfhoae. ca«se Jin. iW't Jias .superiority of claim^, 
i(ild^>li^ tQ.pr^yail aQ4 Qwst prevail, if that of 
Sdssentws supceeds> then the Chur9]|v \^iU^ it is 
much to be fisyredf between the .tiyp fall frpn^ 
its pedestal, while Papists wd.iPissei^teTs will 
liAve to torn their arms ag^pst ei^h ot|ie;r, ^d 
^ttib wJwli;iSitQ,be pi-eclonpi^Hapt. , ptricre^ 
tSHs QmrHe99 

Of eanoeiMiioii tke .Chnrc)^ bas^u^en quite 
eoottgh: al#s.! sheIiassee«top.viucl^! IThroagl^ 

^ snpiiifiiiflWAniigoiipediflg^irK^ whp 



hteakeady loBl^ idl but ixi&ii^iqM^dC&ar Hkb 
eft» most ^a&A,MoAc^jnitii^^ 
-ttThe CajsivocM»H I It waalq^idBtf liiBnal Aai 
sectaxian spirit of one (OC^her .^iwn faiiAdfiil 
(Hoadly,) himself the gietUist^Ciifieiiter thitf 
eirer had pref^meat in th^ Chmsdi^-^liat slw 
lost, thte invaiuaUe potfsesmiki* iAnd ^yviM) 
knows what may -ber the n^staactdfiee, if siii^ift 
principles shoidd^ver ag^ -woik tfaeir^irajit 
into similar quartcdrs. Much as wo 'hftve;lofl(tj 
much yet remains^— ^enough, it'ia to be bi^ed^ 
if properly used^ to keep xm iU'Secority* Tbo 
staff is yet m the hands of those who. are vdi 
affected>to Ohmrch and State c apd haying tiki 
staff, wise will they be whb^evrpit intbeirowii 
hands. Dissaiters and<RoniaBists*aIready pos^ 
sess liberty adequade io^einifg^MipisrpQaikr^ 
why do they require ^f1lrtbet dvil ^riteges^ 
llaTing unfettered toleration^ what is^ the '-■ higii 
foark at which they are aiaoing 7 To esteiid 
the present Ubwty of either^ i»6ttld be to nik 
the existeixee of timt we ourselves at pregeai 
enjoy. A poor exchangei indeed, by whidi 
we might lose oXk, and g^t in 'return not thai 
^'liberty bf erasdenee" which we gave — ^but 
^^!:i$ecnti<te ! •Should 4;hi3 countrjr oyer be 
so lulled with the fatal opiate of ^ liberality; as 
toi^oour.^plitidts ftii a^pat with onmeliresi 



fUd 1th^Bteiq^<fmai «qiiU%^ to supenbrityi 
Ibbr^we eitfatot iftttt ^ur t^yes to their deVicdg i 
Jnid!0Be&^pbJB9el)siMt bf superiority we sball 
ftj^^iiMkn'TuHng' WiUk a despotic sceptre : Bxsi 
h&^eref ehitriftabte Md liberal, however m^k 
nld ufismbiiaoui^ ^ley* may ncrwaftsert; they M(^ 
wi shdU-find wl^or the ; tidtAte aire tumdd thai 
thcrp w3I grant Init a very seaot portion d 
tpleration t6 oarselTes. < Fower^ ecclesiastical 
id^d' ci?ili is now m ih6 hands of those who in 
the administoation of it, are guided by sOund 
MU^on-^by the dictates of reason and Scrips 
tiire-^by demency and^forbearanee. Let sndi 
retain it ! nlajp we uetvery by any injudicioiU 
dmnprboiise/ aip' Vddi' ^ onr^ 

selves '^^er^ 'Papist 'br JDiBseiittt, lest therf 
c^idd ail! Ikagth'/become ^itar tyrants^ tetxMaa^ 
Bering that they fasrre e^er prored l^eniselTes 
whife in subjection fisccHStentedvand in powet 
mtolerant; that Mstory sl^wis in eharaetos of 
bldbd '' dr what manner of spiritf' b&*eH ha;f€l 
6xet proTed tbemmlves when possteted of 
power^ and that the principies^by Which/they 
have in preceding 'times been ebiirafaiterized 
dnd actuated stiil remain tmdhangid atd-^on-' 
atmnges^le-^not r^robfttedi by ' ihelnsislrasi 
but defended*^ ^ ' -^^ -* ^ 

True indeed it is that the bil}> fertile ii^^ 
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CkHwtitutioiic ifk Church and Stat^ )m f^ijoil^, 
d^fenden and other jp^fj^^^VfOfB t^ yf^j!^. 
is to be hofnedp firaily. »p)i9}d 1^ ij^v^h}^9. 
— defeadeiB that wiU vw#ss((e()^er ii^plt^. 
honQT. The ey^a of ey^ry s^mA^^ q^fu^ch: 
Juan, as yet uiMnfectfid. wAt?>, tl^ff. prp d iwn jp a ff ]^, 
l^thaTgyj are twned tQWWds^ tiie lipirituai. a^tj^. 
hereditary <mi8evva1^s qf .4bj?ir ..pjqm. ^od tfiei;!;) 
cspuptry's w^acie in the H<Hi$i« «f . l^ords. And 
if the Lwds be bat finxit^ ^eir trusty aii4, 
spffer no &Ise view; i^t co^cilj^on apd coj^r. 
OM^sion to^diyert th^ »tfff^Y }^^n from their. 
QYm, then their Cova^i^9$ their Church's, aod 
their Monarch'^ truest jyato(^£its--if^ they meet 
tbe spirit of encroad^eAtaaitdc^serve^to b^ 
met, with a firm i^d: uodaunted posture o;^ 
defiance, the cause .of triUb aijd rational piety> 
will prevail aQd all will be vm^U* They will in, 
Udob case have the fiptplaiuM^ of tbdr own coptr^ 
^iepce-rthiey Vf^Si have the thanks of tibueir 
Codwtry _«nd^if^ their Church, and their voti^ 
will be embaloit^ in the recollection of agrfUfh^ 
Mai|drttd9i9ri«gjposterity« \ _ 
. IiQt tJ^m^rest asftured that it is not }}j half^ 
vsmmr^ by trimming w rattif^ speeches io, 
^th«« i^spo pf parliament : it is npt by % 
wish ofst^ndi^rfaif witH aU parties; it is jx^t, 
fa]L th9S9 «iiV9fl9tY.^?ir jonj^fr^ir ^\^ cj^ Uiem- 



scilVes ** MeiOi iotcA e^faOfifteid tad nstbmd 
CkvLTch^ ptesentifig toihe Legislatiire petitions 
wliicli vfrtuBBf im and attempt to over- 

thtow ihgtiShm^ rit is not by complimenting 
the titbieii bf Dissenters^ and extolling them 
ifii^^piousrffitid respectable pettons/' (for this 
Mtt suggestift the idea that we fear and conse^ 
qaentlj rfUTx to ^' eoneUiai^ them :) it is not 
h>f^ t\kne or any ^u^efa taeans that the tottering 
Church is to be buttressed ; but if we would 

m 

li^hold her, it niust b^ by the exertion of our 
energies^ by opening our eyes, by shaking off 
the inglorious snpineness in wUch we have 
hitherto so &taHy indulged. It is by a numlff, 
a deeded, aand an unewnpfmrnsing spirit; U is 
6y a fearless aind niihesilaiing refusal of the 
ambitious encroachments cf her foes that we 
cMi ever hope to preserve that religion in which 
dUr fathers lived aiid died, itnd that civil con« 
Sl^ution ft>r which they noMy shed their patriot 
Btotfd, that WB might trmssmit boMi as a glo^ 
rious and unalienabte tenure, pure said uodi-^ 
niimshed to the latest generatioiis I ^ 

Let any one of that noble and digti£fi6d'as^ 
sembly before whom this importiEiiift question 
is next to appear, and who is dslled on l>y hia 
vote to sanction the abrogation of Hie Corpo* 
ration Act^^let hitti calmly 8ittd!6wh and dis<* 
passiohatelf r^il^hat Act> (fer^ffi^^st Actha» 
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no real ciHUiectioa with the qnestioiL as to DSs^ 
aenters) and having read it, let him ky his hand 
on his heart and ask himself, — Can I eenscien<>- 
tiously say I think the Dissenters serimidy 
aggrieved by this Aol^? and shall I by my vote 
this day, annihilate, as far as in me lies, such 
a tried — such an approved safeguard of Hkk 
State nierely for the sake of relieving' tfabse 
who are injured bat dnid^a, and who may 
eventually, through my comproniising vote 
unsettle that Constitution to which I am in* 
debted for my seat in this very assembly,— to 
which my ennobled ancestor was indebted for 
his, and which I hope' my latest posterity may 
tojoy !— If he tlius ^^ i^xlimiliti^ wi^ hiis 
heart""— if he wfflbuf^ banish d'mn it party 
spirit, and let nature attd#6iEtnd S€»s& and loyi^ 
principle -have sMray, he^ wQl not foil to ex^ 
cltim— Impdssibl^1**-^Kev^ will 1/ by my votjii 
sanction that wMch inay ev4»afttt£dly ^ ^d^ttll^ 
"^ the> powers* ^t be^~^so lotig as a sk^l 
spatk ^^bUBfitdf iofiat fire remains iitie:8Ai6d£ 
— so long as my h&^ continues to throb wiMi 
affisfction Ut the* altar of ifny&thers^^H&6 l&ng 
as one dr^ of ^ toyal blood flbws in these arisM 
teeittlcs^ v^ins I i- 
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!]?9E Reforoiatip^l^ligfated as it was^ and fqr a 
«e«lon^ retarjAedl l^y ihe V^iga of bigotry and 
bloodshed^ vhich pi^cceoda^ that of the sixth 
Edwmrd^ cannpt ; b^- ocusidered as completely 
^jjablished till EU^heth. ascended the throne 
9f these realBfts*. At .tiiis .atispicipus eventjr 
l^jfB^ doinuiatiQi) and I^qman CatiioUe superr 

iMtiwi Y«nis)ie4» m the n^ist^:^ jugjb^; jclei^f 
tnlfay at the iqiprdach of day^ . f , ., . . 

: The Church having now/ at lengft^ l^eoioe 
re^torpd to her primitive purity ; having pruned 
away the redundancies she acquired while sub-, 
jugated tp Rome ; and having renounced the 
sinful rites^ the superstitioiva pffa^ofP^rWlnc^ 
a misguided zeal hadBttperadd(Mto<li«^(^Uiii6 

Apostolical religion ; may henceforwai'd be con^ 
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sidered ^ the groimd and pillar of Irttth^'-^'ri^ 
living model of Gospd fititHr withotll :a4AliiD- 
ture of error--tbe. possefedr cxP '^thS/wdiida^Qf 
eternal life" — and the only Hffe ^grndd-to^ th^ 
paths of peace/ and t0;ftt^ £ciik]ttB 6€ the rliie^ 
and deareat hopea^ of manl ^ Poss^^ed of ^ t]au|fc 
Apostolic Con8titutk)n--*thAt obaracteristic c^ 
a true Churoh^-/Aa^/ wittout which thear^ <^w^ 
be no ChttrGh> ia a scr^iural 3en9e^ 4mdxoDfie- 

quently no cwen/mted^^Dttiff^ui'mS^^)^ ; tff* 
a Ministry tracitig up tibteir coniBussion froig 
Him who said to his' eleven Aposties^ snm* 
moned to meet. Him for the e^tpress purpose^ 
^' Go ye and. teach all iiatiQn9> and lo ! I am 
with you (i. e. mth you and your lawful aucj- 
cessors) to the end of thewdrW — possessed^ I 
say« of this essential ba8i9> and .at the sam^ 
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* Since '.Chdst lored tbe Clitbrdi, itid gaVe liimself foF j^' 
it beeomei; higUy important to know what the Church \^»— 
We kjear daily af the * Baptist Church,^ the * Independent 
Church/ the * Presbyterian Church/ the ^ Methodist Church/, 
the ' Chiircli of the' Free-thinking Christians/ (viz. of those 
who deny tihe divinity of, Christ) and, indeed,^ of as many 
< Churcheis'' as^ there ate different shades t>f caiurice ; but| by 
bringuig this misapplied word to a scriptural test« we sluill 
soon un-chixrch aH these 9elf-^rected Churches, and discover' 
that the term has beedt adopted only to iMsJead the unfvafjf. 
See' this point 'fiilly treated in a Sermoii entitled^^fo Chwrch 
Defined^ or ahkMfvir to the q^estSot^yftatlt h the Oiiircii V 
by Ae Auiho^^of t&«i^ lilikeets: - * ' 



tiibe Itimhiiing'^^* the idmi of Mttnd wofdB/' 
^fh^faMrdfioe dtiif^red to the fittntB^**— and 
^iMdd^at iiti' e^fll diBteaice-from Romish uur 
^cMtftibnttQd diAsenting enihiimsm, she vaf^, 
k^hdsiai of har wm iMNiaebcM \rare but true to 
h^ sG^ied CM&& and dikims, become as a fair* 
'tireisti ^y«te6tdd Ify the: buckler of Almighty 
'pdi^cfr; and etisr ' niise h» trimnphant head 
agaiUBt Che tfaunden d^ Papal despotism, and 
the deereti MttchiMlAons ud wiljr encroad^ 
liieiitd of every^ da»r of sehismatictf. 
' The RefbthialliOtt of l3ie CSmrch, effected 
ii H was withotit the geneval eonsent of the 
Church, has been addu6ed as a^ recognition, on 
our parti of the' principle of separation or 
schism, or as it -is^pop^rlf ealied, ^' the ex- 
ercise bf the ti^ of private judgment*"* 
But most absurdly. The Dissenter, when 
urged by the Cbutohman With texts of holy 
writ, pointing out the dftmnling nature of 

schism, never fails to allege ouf^ alitoaitioh from 

("' - .... 

the Romish Church ; atid on this fancied prece- 
dent, he proceeds to build his own baseless and 
unsubstantial fabric, 'f If,** says he^ f^^^m wes«t 
justified in separating from Rome, we abo ave 
justified in separating' from you.^ Now this is 
attempting an argument from analogy, where^ 
in truths no aw^PgJ pxistjBy Tjjie two cases a^e 
diametrically dissimilar* Nefi4>a mm 4»f com- 



64 

mem diBCemmelit be told tfaat/in p<Hnt of fact; 
we neter separated from but reformed the 
Ghiurbh, far we still continue " the Chuvt^l* in- 
asmuch as the essentials Of the Charch fufe ye^ 
in ns, yiz. im apostolically derived Episc<^sdy 
and Ministry. For, correctly speaking, it ii$ 
not docttitie that makes a Chtirch. any more 
than corruption of doctritie that wiU un-make 
a Church. A Chtirch may, at ' one and the s&me 
tiAie, be a trite Church atid a corrupt Church} 
i. e. true as to cotajstitutton — corrupt as tot 
j^ractice. The Church Of Rome, for instance; is 
at odce a true and a corrupt Church, That tq 
which We haye the happiness to belong is also 
a true Church ; that is, true as to constitution^ 
and moreoter it is a true Church as jto doc-> 
trine also ; while those in a state df separation 
from us, labout under a two-fold disadvantage, 
sibce they are neither a Church in constitutioi^ 
nor in doctrine ; for constitution they have not^ 
since they have no divinely derived right or au-* 
thority to preach, or administer the Sacra-^ 
ments; and a3 to doctrine, their notions are in 
general eithet Calvinistic, or Antinomian, or 
in some way fanatical, yisionary, an^ unscrip- 
tiiral:: Thus the Romanist has one ^and and 
leading advantage over Dissenters of every de-r 
nomination. 
At our alienation from Rome^ we happily 
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and wisely reiained; «Mif iMckfiifif^ic^^ 
ti9% Ilimng obttti^ed it throvi^ the Church of 
BMVie, nor did. we alter the doctrine nor intro* 
diKie ^^a sew ReligioB^" as the Catholics falsely 
al|<^l We solely, divested Christiapity of 
th/fse. «»gr»^ practices with which Popery had 
diii^gured the gemuine features Qf the Gospel> 
an^d marred, the beauty of holiness. We did 
not^^i^^s^^ ^f ^t^a the coiistitution^ — (or as many 
writers iiicoiisidera|;e)y.caU it^ thereby loweriqg 
the^ importance of the da|in»*r-the discipline J, 
o^irom. the. origiuql d^^^^vw of the Church, but 
feon the «iW: of the Churchf-T-from her super- 
stitions,— from her UQScriptural inventions,-;: 
from her fbnd.conceitp^ ^all tending to set man 
in a mmtorieu3 .point of vie w> and claimit^ 
that which nm9t be ,ac.ci?pted as a boon. This 
truly is a most important distinction,: and one 
whiishcauses the pretended analogy o^ the two 
cas^at once to fall to .the ground. From whatf 
I would ask, do Dissenters (for I speak not of 
Unitarians and other heretics, in fact nol^Chrisr 
tians), from whatAo Dissenters dissent ? Really 
from nothing worth dissenting about. Inde-r 
pendents, Methodists, Baptists, and^'^^^^i^ 
amn^' are Trinitarians ; some, of them adopt 
our. Liturgy, copy iu.att tWugs the Church 
which they vilify, aUd agree with her, | brieve, 
in Biost le*4iBg.j^i^t8^«gijC95iii Ji;|,,tlteiy. un^^ 

E 
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lowed iisurpatidn of the numstenaloffi They 
cannot, they dare not, nay, they do not allege 
that they leave us on acconnt of deeming our 
Communion sinful — which it must be confessed 
is the sole justifiable cause of separation. In 
fact, the nearer they assimilate to us, in the 
«ame proportion precisely is their schism a sin 
of the deeper dye^ for surely that man must be 
eminently guilty of this carnal sin, as the Apos- 
tle terms it, who, for nothing, or for a trifle 
iiext to nothing, thus wantonly and capriciously 
^ divides the body of Christ," and violates that 
fundamental and favourite doctrine of our Lord 
and Master — Unity. 

A Heretic has, in fact, less moral turpitude 
than an ordinary Dissenter. The one separates 
for something; the latter for nothing. The 
feiilt of the one is an error in judgment : the 
foult of the other is a wilful perverseness and 
spiritual Republicanism. We can pity the per* 
verseness of tiie Unitarian's intellect: but we 
cannot help abhorring the wanton rebellion of 
the Independent, the Baptist, and the Metho* 
dist, against the divinely-constituted order of 
thfe Church* ^^ 

'^ Holy Father;? prayed <iur Divine Founder^ 
^' kfeep^ through thine own i^me those: whom 
thou hast given me^ thdt they.may be one as 
WE are. " John xviir 1 1. And again. He entreated 
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his heavenly Father that even Jews and Gen* 
tiles might become ^' one fold under one shfip^ 
herd ;" and if He so earnestly sought the unity 
of the professors of such conflicting and dis- 
cordant tenets^ much more must he desire the 
unity of Christian, lest there should he any 
*' Schism in the body." 

It has been a matter of the deepest regtdt to 
the sober Churchman of late years, to trace the 
rapid diffusion of a spurious liberality, which is 
daily dissolving all attachment to ancient insti* 
tutions>*-^which t^nds to unsettle men's minds^ 
and to make every individual^ how6yer unen- 
lightened, and however low, independent of 
his superiors and regular ministers, arrogant 
and self-sufficient. It does not require a Pro- 
phet to foresee the end of thi& '' mar eh qf 
mind.*' 

The spurious liberality I allude to, which 
would throw open aU things indiscrimina^ly 
to all men, and place aU on an equal footing, is 
the result of two or three popular and plausible 
phrases, sedulously inculcated by the partisans 
of what is called " Religious Liberty," i. e. in 
reality, ecclesiastical democracy. 

Hence we unceasingly hear of " the injus- 
tice of civil disabilities being attached to diver- 
sity of creed :"— hence we hear also of: the 
equally popular but uns^riptural ideai ttot 

£ 2 
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^ every man has a right to worship God in 
his own way," that is, to make his own reli- 
gion. We live, indeed, in times of difficulty. 
The Church is assailed on all sides. On one 
hand the Romanist is storming her gates, de- 
manding an equal participation of civil privi- 
leges. On the other, all classes of Dissenters 
join the general cry for equality, and the repeal 
of the Test and Corporation Acts, and all make 
common cause, however discordant in other 
points, to gain their desired ohject : while too 
many of those who should vigorously defend 
our Sion, have themselves become the dupes of 
*' liberality" and latitudinarianism, and are con- 
tent to glide peaceably, smoothly, and inglo- 
riously down the stream of popular prejudice. 
Thus, between the " old religion*' and the 
'* new light,*' the Church is, as it were, crucified 
between the two malefactors ! 

I trust I am not uncharitable, but I confess 
myself not to be of the number of those who 
appear to arrogate a greater degree of charity 
than the sacred source of our faith professes and 
inculcates. Concession is amiable : but it may 
be misplaced. The admission of all to equal 
civil privileges, may be to many a pleasing 
sound; but I humbly apprehend we are not 
to suffer our amiable and charitable and 
' liberal' feelings to transport us so for as to 
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incur even the slightest risk of endangering the 
barriers of sacred truths and subverting the 
land-marks of the Church and Constitution. 

I believe no one will accuse me of any over- 
weening partiality to the doctrines superadded 
to Christianity by the Church of Rome ; and I 
also believe, that no one who knows me will 
charge me with being addicted to compromise^ 
concession, or amalgamation. But inimical as 
I am to the unscriptural appendages alluded 
^to, as having been engrafted by Rome on the 
primitive faith, I am equally so to the Hoad- 
leian latitudinarianism of those (and some of 
them [[pudet haec opprobria dici]] high in that 
Church whose constitution they have yet to 
learn) who would represent the Church of 
England as totally, originally, and essentially, 
distinct, from the Roman Catholic Church. 
Now, in truth, what are we but Reformed, i. e. 
Protestant Catholics ? Are we not still the 
same Church we ever were ? and which Christ 
originally commissioned and founded, and the 
Apostles transmitted and maintained? What 
was our act, which we call Reformation, but a 
Restoration of the Church to that healthy state 
in which she existed in the first century, when 
the Papal tiara had never been placed on epis- 
copal brows. What was it but a forsaking and 
abandonment of those who preferred adhering 
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to the new, the corrupt , and sinful, doctrines 
kdded to the old and primitive faith ? Foi>» 
most decidedly, those parts of Roman-Catho- 
iicism to which we objected at the Reformation 
are of modem date/ although the professors 
<>f them absurdly and perversely ascribe the 
charge of novelty of doctrine to our abjuration 
6f them. 

iBeyond all controversy, the Church of Rome 
IS the parent of our own. She is our Mo- 
ther-Church, inasmuch as it is through her, 
and through her alone, as a connecting link, 
%hat we can, with any degree of certainty, 
^4erive the right of administering the word 
of God and^ the Sacraments. Those who 
would thus disclaim our Romish parentage 
Beem to forget that the further they remove, 
in the superabundance of their zeal, from the 
Rbman^^atholic Church, the lower they sink 
Us, and the nearet they cause us to approach 
to the degraded and precarious condition of 
Dissenters ! For were it not for the derivation 
of our sacerdotal powers from the €hurch of 
Rome, what should we be ? We know that 
these powers cotistitute ' an honour which no 
man can take to UmseJf,' and without them 
the Church would cease to deserve that name. 
'We should dwindle into a society merely of 
Christian religionists, established by Parliameii- 
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tary decree, instead, of being a Church of 
Divine foundation^ and blessed with the pro*- 
mise of the Divine presence to the end of the 
world; and our Clergy^ instead of being iui- 
vested with a Divine and ostensible commission, 
would be as seif-eonsttituted as the sectariatt 
teachers around us, and equally . unhallowed 
intruders at the altar of God ! 

The transmission of the episcopal office, or 
in other words, the apostolical commission, is 
a point of such vital importance to our claims 
as a Church, that I shall make no apology 
for introducing some remarks to establish the 
(natter as an historical fact> and indeed as car 
pable of proof as any fisLct ever recorded. That 
the Apostles ordained Bishops in every district 
where Christianity was preached, no reader of 
Scripture can be ignorant. That the persons 
so ordained transmitted to other ' faithful men' 
the powers they had received, in order to keep 
np to the end of the world the commission 
given by Christ to the eleven, is evident from 
the concurrent testimonies of all the Fathers 
who wrotie in the earliest and succeeding ages 
of the Church : that this continued transmis* 
sion from age to age was scrupulously retained, 
lEis an essential characteristic of the Chu]:ch^ 
can neither be denied, unless we are prepared 
to reject the whole current of history. That 
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ihe Roman Catholics planted Christianity and 
Episcopacy in this island must also be granted; 
for, to suppose that Paul came to Great Britain 
because he said he meant to visit Spain, is too 
Illogical to deserve a moment's consideration ; 
but even supposing that he, or Joseph of Ari- 
mathea, or any other Apostle, or Bishop, phint- 
- ed Christianity here, it could not cause us to 
deduce our episcopacy from any other stream 
than the Romish Church, since the.desoent and 
transmission of our episcopacy from such per- 
sons is utterly incapable of proof, because no 
such concatenation has ever been preserved. 
Not so with, the Roman Catholic Episcopacy ; 
the Prelates of that Church in this country have 
duly succeeded each other by regular consecra- 
tion; and the uninterruptedness of their descent 
has never been questioned. Aware of the trans- 
cendant importance of the point, a few Ca- 
tholics of dishonourable character artfully en- 
deavoured at the Reformation to insinuate, 
that the consecration of Parker, the first Pro- 
testant Archbishop of Canterbury was invalid. 
This point, however, has long been yielded by 
all honourable and sensible Catholics; and, 
indeed, the Fable of his consecration at the 
Nag's-head Tavern is too ridiculous for serious 
notice, and has also been abundantly and tri- 
umphantly confuted. 
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The fact is this : Archbishop Parker was 
consecrated by four persons who had them- 
selves received the episcopal character from 
other persons qualified to clothe them with it. 
These four persons were William Barlow, the 
then late Bishop of Bath and Wells, and the 
then elect of Chichester; John Scory, formerly 
Bishop of Chichester, and then elect of Here- 
ford; Miles Coverdale, Bishop of Exeter; and 
John Hodgkin, Suffragan Bishop of Bedford, 
of whose legitimate consecration, no doubt 
was ever started. These four Bishops being 
included with others in Queen Elizabeth^s let- 
ters patent, executed at and bearing date West- 
minster, Dec. 6, 1559, commissioning them 
to proceed to the confirmation and consecra- 
tion of the Archbishop elect, according to the 
laws and customs of the realm, did accord- 
ingly perform the confirmation of Matthew 
Parker three days after, viz. Dec. 9, in the 
Church of St. MaryJe-Bow, in Cheapside, 
and the consecration in the Chapel at Lam* 
beth, on Sunday, December the 17th, by the 
imposition of their hands, &c. Bishop Scory, 
preaching the Sermon from the text : ** The 
Elders which are amongst you I beseech, 
being also myself an Elder.'' For the trium^ 
phant verification of these facts, an original 
instrument of the rites and ceremonies used 
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oti this occasion, corresponding exactly with 
the Archbishop's register, is still carefully pre- 
served in Benet' College Library, Cambridge> 
and proved of great service when the Papists 
some years after invented the Nag's-head 
story. Being thus constituted to the highest 
post of the Anglican Church, he, [^Parker]] with 
the other Bishops who consecrated him, trans- 
mitted the episcopal function to all those 
appointed by the crown to the vacant Sees. 

And thus the Divine commission — ^the power 
QF THE KEYS *, the retention and the absolu^ 
TioN t of sins, originally imparted by Christ to 

* In case any one should be so unskilled in the rudiments 
of Christianity as to be ignorant of the meaning of" the power 
of the keys" I will attempt briefly to explain it. A key, 
amongst the Jews, was the symbol of knowledge ; and, for this 
reason, when their Rabbis were appointed, they were respec- 
tively presented with a key. To this practice our Wesaed 
Saviour evidently alluded when he spoke of the Apoades pos- 
sessing the keys of heaven. That is, that they were the au« 
thorized expounders and teachers of those mysteries which 
were locked up in the sacred Scriptures. The power of the 
keySf thereforCf is the exclusive commission to perjbrm the 
sacerdotal Junctions, 

+ Our Reformers, never lost sight of the gift of absolution. 
Witness the Visitation of the Sick in the Common Prayer 
Book : — The priest is to say, '* Our Lord Jesus Christ, tvJiO 
hath left power to his Church to absolve all sinners who truly 
repent and believe in him, of his great mercy forgive thee 
thine offences ; and bp his authority committed to me, / ab- 
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the Apostles, was perpetuated in these favoured 
realms. From these very persons our present 
Hierarchy derive their office, about to transmit 
it in like manner to succeeding generations, 
that it may be preserved to enjoy its Divine 
Founder's presence and blessing to the end of 
the world ! 



SOLVE tbee fSrom all thy sinsi in the name of the Father and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen." 

No sincere believer in Scripture, who reads the 1 7th and 
18th verses of the 18 th chapter of Matthew, can be ignorant 
of the fundamental and essential doctrine of a commissioned 
sacerdotal power. Every commission is necessarily exclu« 
sive. And that^ here referred to, can vest only in the Apos. 
tle;3 and their successors. Where there is no apostolic -suc- 
cession, there is usurpation ; there is the " setting up of altar 
against altar ;" and they who practise these things are, as the 
Apostle says, " busy bodies in other men's matters,'' are in*- 
truders into the sacred mysteries, and are guilty of the sin oi 
schism, as wantonly violating wiity, and '* dividing the body 
of Christ," 
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RESTORATION OF CHURCH AND MONARCHY 



AFTER THE SUBVERSION OF BOTH BY DISSENTER& 



It had pleased the Almighty for his own wise 
reasons, to permit the calamities attendant on 
religious dissent and civil anarchy for many 
years to rest on this devoted country : England, 
at length, satiated with the love of change, 
wearied with " heaping to herself teachers, 
after her own lusts/' and with being " carried 
about" by every shifting wind of '' doctrine," 
and sick at heart with the baneful effects of 
schism, now found herself again possessed of 
her former healthy condition in Church and 
State, again " endured sound doctrine," and 
hailed with honest joy the restoration of the 
monarch to his throne, and the bishop to his 
mitre. 
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In the present condition of the country^ by 
no means dissimilar to the period preceding the 
usurpation, it would be an unpardonable re« 
missness not to offer some remarks on the sub* 
ject of Schism. 

There is something in separation from the 
SINLESS communion of an established Episco- 
pal and Apostolic Church, which, to ** a God 
of peace," and of order, and of unity, can, as 
we should infer from Scripture, hardly prove 
acceptable. It is '' God that maketh men to be 
of one mind in a house." What power is it then 
that induces them to '' set up altar against 
altar ?" I know not to what we can compare 
this unchristian feeling, now unhappily so pre- 
valent in this country, but to a child lifting his 
hand against his parent, or the creature bidding 
defiance to the Creator. That blessed unity 
which the incarnate God so loved and so earn- 
estly and so persuasively recommended to his 
followers, seemsi alas ! entirely lost sight of by 
the generality of professing Christians. A fever- 
ish restlessness of trying other communions — 
a " lust" of novelty — '* itching ears" — a proud 
and Satanic* impatience of control, and a 

* Be it ever remembered tbigt Satan was the first schis- 
matic recorded in Holy Writ. Cain was die next. (His quar- 
rel with his Brother being purely a religious one.) Of Korah, 
and the Samaritans, and Uzziah, who is ignorant ? 
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i' despising of government/' we are con- 
strained to thinks however charitable we may 
wish to be^ are the causes by which our great 
Enemy steels the heart of the Dissenter against 
the claims of the Church, — renders him re- 
gl^rdless of the preservation of '' the Unity of 
the Spirit/''— regardless of apostolic injunc- 
tions, and apostolic practice, — and prompts 
him to transfer his best hopes from the ark of 
salvation, and to place them on the fluctuating 
sea of human opinion, from which the Deity^ 
in infinite compassion, had> by the mission of 
his Son— and the commission given to his 
Apostles and their lawful successors, deigned 
to rescue man. 

- So much has the '' march of mind" enabled 
us to improve upon the opinions of the inspired 
Apostles, that Schism, which was considered 
by them a danming sin*, has been thoitght 
by Bishop Hoadly and others of the '' liberal" 
school, as perf(^ctly venial, if only followed 

* See the 5th cha^« of Gahtianii, Yerses 19, 20, and 21-. 
** Now the works of the fxesh are manifesty which are these) 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, sedi- 
tions [the word is Bixotnaaiai, in the original, and should 
have heen translated Divisions] heresies, &c. of the which I 
tell you before, as I have also in time past, diat thst who do 
such things, shall not inherit the Kingdom of God !'' 
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4ip with sincerity — those liberal personii have 
at least the credit 6f introducing a new prin- 
ciple into logicj as well as into theology, viz* 
that the more heartily a sin is committed, 
the less sinful it is. But even on this wise 
discovery, we, of the succeeding age, have 
pmproved, thus adopting the converse of 
Horace's '^tas parentum pejor avis tulit 
nos nequiare^;' for Schism is now, (though 
^till in conformity to old fashioned usage 
deprecated in our Liturgy,) a sin not known 
at all. It is quite obsolete. It is as the Law- 
yers say, expunged from the statute-book : 
for Dissenters, to whose ingenuity at sophistry^ 
I would give ample credit, are in the habit 
pf saying they are not in a state of schism 
from^ or opposition to, the Church : that they 
merely wish, to extend the Gospel in a more 
^cient way-^to be assistants in this most 
laudable object (how. truly kind!) and that 
thus being in fact our coadjutors, they consider 
th€tmselves in a state cff unity with us. Now. 
to stfy nothing off this officious, unasked for,: 
and rebellious kind df Assistance — an assist- 
ance not oiily linauthorizfed by God, but for- 
bidden, since a comtnission given to one set of 
persons virtually inhibits all Others from the 
exercise of Ae object of it ! . To infer, tjfere-t 
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fore, because they disseminate dtiscdrdaiit opi^ 
nions, they promote Christian unity, is a most 
extraordinary kind of logic, and a singular 
mode of displaying affection for the Gbspel, oif 
the genius or judgment of the parties so co- 
operating. 

Although we have seen the awfiil visitation^ 
annexed to the crying sin of apoi^tacyfroiii, 
and rebellion against the sinless commiinioii' 
of the Church, as of old, in the instance of 
Korah and his company, jso in Jrecent history 
during the usurpation of Cromwell : yet we 
still continue in this '^ caraar' sin, deaf to the 
examples recorded *^ for bur admonition,*' and 
heedless of all that fetters the exei*cise of our 
beloved ' private judgment/ At this present 
moment it is fearful to remark, that there is^ 
no country on the face of the elucth where 
Schism has so widely unfurled its baneful 
standard as in England. In the metropolis, 
according to a late estimate, the Conventicles 
together, nearly equal the number of Churches 
and Chapds of the Establishment! Not a 
village that we travel through is without its 
Meeting-House, for the edification either of the 
Independent or the Socinian — the Methodist 
or the Anabaptist, while not only the Army, 
the Navy, and the Courts but^even very many 
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of the Clergy are infected with the principles . 
of that spurious liberality*, — that ^wangelicat 
bias which is in fact biit disguised schism. 
The boasted ' march of intellect/ bids fair 
again to overthrow the Church,— again la 
dissolve all unity among those that ought to 
be '^ members one of another in the mystical 
body of Christ, which is the Church/* while 
institutions that openly jprofess to inculcate 
human learning, to exclude religion f, and to 

* From a i^reless adoption of popular phrases much 
harm has heen done to the cause and claims of the Church. 
It is on this ground I object to the indiscriminate and 
unqualified use of the word ' Protestant' as contradis- 
tinguished from Roman Catholic. The word Protestant in 
modern parlance, implies a fusion of all religious principle. It 
seems to comprehend even UnUarians and every religionist, 
known in this Country, except the Roman Catholic and Jew. 
Now I do not admire this mode of blending : this. mixing up of 
the professors of idl sorts of heresies and errors with ourselves. 
Far better is it, to add, (that I may speak logically,) the Dif' 
fereniia to the Genus — and when designating ourselves^ to use 
the words ** Episcopal Protestants," for all other Protestants 
however good their creeds, or however amiaUe the indivi- 
duals in themselves, (all which considerations are beside the 
question,) are in fact Religionists out of the Pale of the Churchy 
They are Schismatics grafted on a Protestant stock. In Eng- 
land there can be but two Churches : the Roman Catholic and 
our own : the choice therefore lies between one or the other of 
them, and none at all. 

t I allude without hesitation or concealment to the Insti- 
tution ridiculously termed ** The London University.'* 

F 
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tfmalgamate fhe prdiesaors cif every' cjgee^t. 
threaten the total extiticlion of Ghxi8tiMiity«i 
That *' pinar"'--*'7Aii< grouttdrdf 4ruth' — «*rt*; 
gacred '^ Candlestick,'' as St. John th? DWinCf 
tiftltns it, that contains the .Uessed. light of thei 
Gospel, and npkdds and d^qptb^s it. to, the 
world pure as the Shekinati^— bright as '' thfi 
day*«pilng from an high,''T*r7HS Chuj^o^, thHf 
wisakened,— ithus.nnderniiQed by thie di^Tusio^ 
of Schism, caaiiDt bkit iaU, and in it^ Jsjj^ 
rnnst again draw with it m the same io.-*; 
discriminate ruin, the Gixil Coitstitution^ 
Once has fanatical delusion — Once has the 
being "wise above what. is written" — Once 
has the plausible, bot ujqscript^ral plea oX 
^ worshipping Gon in our owp way,"' that is, 
after the dictates of an over scrupulous 
or fantastical conscience, — Once have the 
powers of religious dissent deluged our couu- 
try with blood j. uplifted the hand of brother 
against brother, and of spit against father, 
and trampling on the sacred prerogative of 
icings, , placed an upstart demagogue and 
usurper on .tl\e throne, while it substituted fa* 
natjci^m and pr|va^^ judgment for a Heayeur 
derived Episcopacy* 

This is not d^amation. This is history* 
Heaven grm^t .that similar effects may not flow 
from 9ifl??tar C9.IJJSPS { W regard with ajealous 
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cfye^ and not without reason dread the increaa^ 
ing influence in the State, and the sturdy 
claims and demands in the Professors of the 
Roman Catholic EeHgion ; yet ive seem totally 
to foi^et that there aie ot&ers whose errwp 
shbuld be exposed^ Whose encroaching spirit 
should be ^ihecked-^whose numbers should be 
diminished ~and' who are' not the less dah-^ 
^erous because inore ^iet ; nor the less to . be 
feared ))ecause many of tlieir principles ^eem tq 
be nearer aBied to> and more iniunisoa with bur 
own. Ig^The gi^t target against which tiie 
clerical bowmen are ever ready to direct their 
arrows is JRoman CatkoUcism. This is, qmifdd 
hoc, a^ it should be. But, woiild that thejT 
could be induced also to direct the weapons of 
their spiritual warfere against Schismatics' f 
How few raise their voice against the torrent 
of • dissferit that deluged the country I HoW few 
point but to their flocks tte-natttte Of the sin 
of Schism, and warn them ^ to take^4eed test 
they are ^ carried away by- its dlfisiiiililation/ 
— Modefn-theology seems to co«ttJsl fn an' ab- 
horrence of Popery, and ^ it removal ^crni, ahd 
abjuratiori, as^far as posAible, of all • thfe tenets 
of the Church of Rome, w%itte we fdtget that 
yre ourselves are a branch of that Church : and 
that without her medium we should possess no 
claims whatever to A'postolic to^lri, and cohse- 

f2 
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quently no cbdm^ to tlie eoveeiaiited mi pt6- 
tAised presence of CnHist^/ 'Ulid{sdplilied 
Anti-Catholicism is neit of kin to SehiftH. 
The happy medium at whidi I wonld wisk-^ 
see Churchmen arrive is--^ posftk)n eqna^ 
remote from the errors which Roman-Catho- 
licism has supisradded to the pristkie constitifr- 
tion and doctrine of the Ghurcihi and the diviil- 
ing spirit engendered hy Dissent^ra of all 'sorfi. 
l^'Our ardour against Roman^Clatholieisrai ab- 
sorbs all fear of Dissenters. Now the" J^ 
senters are^ if possible, more to be feared than 
Roftian Catholics, for the very reason that they 
ate less feared. The Roman Catholic is the 
" open enemy that «eeks to do us dishonour/' 
The Dissents insidiously tenm himself our 
'* friend/' « our own familiair friend :" *' who/' 
as he calls it, '' walks with us Un the House of 
G6P as a friend/' at the very moment that be is 
*^ divided ugahiBt that House." 

But the Diasenters are ^ no less ambitious^ 
Txo les6 ^c^Mching than the Roman Catholklfs. 
The Afi^hriage^BUI of ''those who deny the 
Lord tfiat^bbuj^t them;' was tead a third time 
aaii pai^dti; Blitf^, as^ wdl 4;g the presiait 
cofttem^ldt«^ : Mpeal -of the^Ci^ctfation 
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• " Lo ! I am with yw always to the end of the world." 
[Christ's wdrdfi to dfe eleVfen ApostlaiJ-^and ♦* whosesoever's 
thirYBteinitHh^y^Al-e^^elteittedr a^^ 
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X«0t A(Ab^ ip bvt Hi.pr^ludp to farther olaiiQsl 
IPoK >t|ia .^anpiple pn which these concessioijiB 
4«i» lOftd^ wiU.^9. the principle also of future 
.opeiMAcn ^— #ad Miiife principle-T^ha^ fotal prin- 
j2ipl«~-is ip[li%fiiB ignora^tly and absurdly called 
^ Ul«exBlity«' This is. the '' precious balm»*' that 
mMwig 1 fear^ idtigmtely; '^ break our. head^.'' 
O^salmcxli. veise QO. Tbis. is the watch- word 
«pid r^dlyiog.ppint of 4^ the discontented spi- 
t^^. This is Ib^ basis pn which the encroach* 
lag syirtem is erected. ., By this^. if not s^ason- 
0|ily ,chec|:edt the dcKurs will.be thrown open to 
universal religious liberty, and soon, very scout 
all will become reUgiousi if not civil, democracy 
\ and oonfiision. For it is not the repeal of the 

Corporation M% that wiH 94tisfy tib^ claimants, 
it is not (me ooncf isioii^ Dor apy specific number 
that will satiafy- tinem Ambition is insatiable. 
'^ Cremt indi^geM. dims hy^iroj^r Having 
obtained one demand throiigh their ^.bettors in 
Parliament, — having once tasted the fruits of 
their importunity, — they will \m^ for more, — 
I the way will be sloped tp futther. (^i^«i,-7until 
jU those tests-rtboac^ JandrttiaifePj; Jy rwhich 
afame liberty of conscience^ ; ja Itieprnper and 
legitimate s^tise of the words, can be perma- 
nently secured, will be thrown down. Let 
Churchmf^n and let the An^tocracy look to it 
in time. '' Gebal iM^d Asq^piio^ an^ Ai^al^b^ 
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are confed^rarte sgaiofit ua?^ «iid»^ wdes» tfe 
argue against the known priaciplefSiiif tetitre, 
we shall find, to our coat, thatconoeasiohfiiftefr 
tMmcession will doulHless eUcouragci ' and ke- 
crease thie oV^erw^iteiiig hdpe, 'to ^idrMdi' Dh^ 
seBtershavec€aifid£BtI)r:pvesui»ed to gnreutC* 
terance, — '* Thai tbey will: ere long be attie'to 
take to themselves rtfae Houses [^€faiirch€^]] of 
<jfoD in possession." Liberty of conscience i§ 
indeed a glorious liberty. Wb have it. — Let 
us NOT LOSE IT« l^T The most effectual mode 
of preservingrbeth civil and' rHigiaus liberty is 
to grant no mote lib^ty ctf eifcher kind t6 
others. Once repeal tl^ obnoxious Actis that 
now restrain Papists and' Diss^ters> and you 
wiB find them intriguiiig for Borough interest, 
and acquiring political *• infltence, that must 
eventually prove highly cletrimeiiital to the es- 
tablished order of things' in Church and State: 
-^Ibr as to ^pkitmA inlludtfce, thea^ their Mi^ 

* A heavier blow was never meditated, against the Chiprch, 
.even m this liberalizing and dmightened age, than the idea of 
h^Mitowing Ih^'deetiv^ franchile' cm certain gi'^at •mahufac- 
imxkg ftoDOBfy o^efe, as* is^ lisiid la 'ffoeli pbees, die prefkmf 
.<iei»fi>>g^iaigeBce ia veste A. iaJi«Bici^er» of difeient aQEtB» 
wl^9, if they,cqndnue> as th^ hid^eito have c&t?fr/jf ipanage^ 
it, to urate thek forces, will prove more than a jpatch for the 
friends of the Church. — As a connrmation of this opinion, we 
need o^y look ib <fi^ i^ejxtoderatlngiiif iiettoe b Vestry 
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nisken akeady posseM ovtr tlieir ddoded flocks 
io its.ntiiiMt extent It* ia perhaps scarcely 
known by asy^ but by ttiose whose situation in 
life has thrown* them amongst Dissenters, in 
how absolnte a mei^tal thraldom the Ministers 
of: the GonTentide hold their votaries— a thral- 
dam foUy jui despotic^ and >which may erentu- 
aUy prove iutty asdangerous, as that exercised 
hf thePopisb 



For tiie sabe^ of those who have never suffi- 
ciently considered, tiie tUoI importance of 
Ohurch UmTT> J shafl now bring into one 
point of view a few- Scriptttral Images descrip- 
tive of Unity f and ^ovue forcible Texts incul- 
cating that great Christian duty. 

The most pleasing, the most endearing cha- 
racteristic of Christianity, is Unity s because 
Unity is liove. Would that tibe Patriarch's 
admonition to his sons, — *^ See that ye fall not 
out by the way/' were present to the minds of 
all. Diis^iBQters I If Unity be Love^ .the violation 
of C^iuich Communimi, where sinfulness in the 
terms of that communion cannot be alleged as 
the ground of such violation, becomes a con- 
tempt of Divine authority. :_ 

. Let us observe how Uj^tyji#iiv«e dweUed on 
in Scripture r^Tltttr Blidegmom. Omamr ^aJis 
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his Sponse the Churchy ' a B<ire/ b^eattsd lh« 
Dove has bat 0ne mate (Soh^ df CM. di. ii. twq 
14.) The seamless eoat of Gaais*^ was initio 
be divided. SamudV garment was divided *4iii 
signify the division of t&e tribes. Oiniat^ 
coat was not divided^ to signify timt idafegr 
ishould be preserved among his followers. ' ISm 
Paschal lamb was td be eatM in Ma hotbe. 
The ark of Noah was the dn^-place of iafct^« 
So the Church is the one shipy that bears es t&» 
umphant over the biKidWs of Vh to ^ the liaMp 
where we wonld be.*^ The 6UUeitisaietti was 
a pattern of the New/ -There was one temple 
' — one altar; all the test of tihe world wese 
without. ''The branch St^arated£rom the Vim 
withers^ and its end is— to be burned/'— The 
Church is the foM of CAHisy's sheep^ pkoed 
under the direction bf appi^nrted shephercte. 
If from those appointed shepherds the sheep 
stray^ there is every r^uson to expect that 
" danger may befal them l^ the way.-* 

But not to dwell on rhetcmcal figures, how- 
ever apt their aHusion, let us pass oa to the 
direct injunctions of Him who ''spate as never 
'man spake,** and those of his inspired Apostles-: 
and see how far those injunctions' eounteuMee 
those who forsake the finless communion of 
the Established Church. 

In the loth 'dbapter of-Si^ Jtihh, the^SOth 
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fiie!9f»d!»i Ibwt^'' Holy. Father, k^ep through 
titiltoi^wo flinaft.thoie whom thou hast giveii 
«e^\Af(« <A«^ SWy >e !?««». « We aye." Hi« 
ifisA^i tberrftiw, a# tp Unity cannot be misr 

sj-Peacewa* the ,p«ir^H»g L^a<5y of the mild 
£^to«rof th^ wiwrld tci his Church. See Jol«> 
<attipterJ»t.;Wr5ft W* . ^*Pewe I leaye with 
fm iny pfeasp 1 « w^ wrta yA»'' ' • • 

s <* vaWd« i»toe," tftyr Chrwt; (John, ch. xv- 
ver. 4th anietll)^ Jpid, " If » man abide not i» 
ne^ he is oast^fcnbh Wia buanoh." Now, there 
can be na visil»}ft. way .f)f *bidi«g in Chbibi;, 
but by abidiflg with tl^e Church, with wWcb, 
we kngw from; Wa ^^ F?qiniae, he is present : 
r—*' Lo, I am with you, even to the end of the 

wodd." 

St. Paul to the Ephesjans* chapter, iv. verse 
4th and 5th declares, " There is one body, one 

flpirit, ome baptism." 

In the 1st Epistle to the Corinthians,, cha^ 
^.L verse 10, the sam» Ap<^tle says, '\ I be- 
nmh yon, by the name, of the Xord Jesus 
CpBjss, tha^ ye all speak the s^me thing, and 
iM i^n^ }» no divi«iona<Gr. Schisms) among 
" • • . ■ ... 
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yef se 2> he exhorts the ChrisAians to endeavont 
MTUestly (for suoh is the loree of «k0 Greek 
participle) to keep the nnity of the Spirit; and 
in the Epistle to the^ Romans^ chapter nvi 
ifierse 17, he says^ ^ mark them whieh cauM 
divisions/' 

While Judespeak». plainly of those wbaaw 
Ukeiy to '' p^ish iu th^ gainsaying of Gdre" 
CKorah^. 

The early ChHstiaoB, as we read in Acts, tch* 
iv. Ter. 32^ were as yet untainted with a <djet 
united spirit. <'' The multftude of them that 
befiered were of one heart and of one soid.^ 
So^ when the Holy Ghost desomdedy the Cbris- 
laans of that age ^' wcore all^ with e»e accord, m 

** Blest age i but ah ! how different from our own !" 

There is one argument more^ which to a re^ 
fleeting mind must proTe^tn^tof* omnium, and I 
heartily trust it may bring conviction home. 

In the 20th and 21st verses of the 10th 
dhapter of John^ ouff LosD^lby J;be inference he 
draws, actually puits the proof of his^ mission 
and the testimony of his religion^ on the unitjf 
of hffi disciples, viz. — *' Neither pray I for 
these alone, \% e. the Apostles and their sne- 
cessors)], but for them also which shall believe 
ill me t hrou g h their if owL th a ^ tfiey all may 
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he omer as thou, Vathew, art in me^ andr Ilti 
diee, that fhey also tmy be one in us : that the 
world maff believe that Thau hast sent me.^^"^ 
Here we lupe espeeiallf to oo^e ibe importance 
of the word ' that' in the hurt portion of the 
sentence, where it is an illative or inferential 
^tide^ and gr^ pate the truth qf Hie mission 
ami the testkmmy^^ Mis peiigion, m the vmxty 

or HIS DiSCIPLSB t 

How gre«t, thMis mu0t be. Hieoffwce of ex- 
posing His religion to the contempt and disbe- 
lief of> the ^rid> hf MaUng di?isioM iiK his 
Church ! 

Vain is it to talk of our ' FaitV— vaia is it to 
buo^oursel^ts iip witik < Bepe ;' for whnt a^Is 
^ Faith/ what avails * Hope#' when we abandon 
the ' greatest of the three* Christian graces— 
Charity ? 
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